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PARTY AND SIATE 


"SLCHUAN RIBAO' ARTICLE URGES UNITY WITH CENTRAL COMMITTEE 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 25 Jan 81 p | 


[Article by SICHUAN RIBAO's own commentator: "“Unconditionally Maintain Political 
Unity With the Party Central Committee"| 


[Text] To carry one step further the readjustment of the economy and to carry 

out the policy of further political stabilization as put forward by the Central 
Committee are the only correct economic and political policies for our country to 
follow today; they are also guiding principle for every type of work undertaken 

in our province at the present time. If under the new situation this great plan 
of our Central Committee is to be pursued, it demands that every party organization 
and every member of the Communist Party maintain firm and unconditional political 
unity with the Central Committee. 


To maintain political unity with the Central Committee, to follow the directives 
of the Central Committee in all affairs, is an extremely important political and 
organizational principle; it is the glorious tradition of our party and our army, 
and it is also the decisive condition for surmounting all difficulties to gain fin- 
a’ victory. The past course of our party shows clearly that no matter how great 
the difficulties and how tortuous the road, we can be certain of final victory if 
we, the entire party, submit to the Central Committee, if the leadership and the 
rank and file are of one mind and ai! of us keep in step. The tasks of economic 
readjustment we are facing at present are formidable, complex and very pressing, 
and in carrying out these tasks we will certainly encounter many practical prob- 
lems and difficulties. In these circumstances, the only way for our party organi- 
zation and each member of the Communist Party is to act is to correct our thinking 
on the political line and to firmly maintain political unity with the Central 
Committee, dedicate heart and soul to the cause, share comforts and hardships to- 
gether. Only then can we, in unison with the masses, triumph over all adversities 
and insure smooth progress in our tasks of economic readjustment. 


To maintain political unity with the Central Committee demands of us firm confi- 
dence in the Central Committee. This confidence is built on a scientific basis 
and springs from the greatest interests of our entire party and the people of 

the whole nation. Our practical experiences since the smashing of the “gang of 
four,” and particularly following the the Third Plenum of the lith CCP Central 
Committee, clearly show that the present Central Committee firmly upholds Marxism 
and has a good understanding of the actual situation. It is adept at maintaining 
close links with the masses and in summing up correct ideas. it is capable of 

















enlightened judgment and policy decisions under all kinds of highly complicated 
conditions, capable of leading the whole party and the people of the entire country 
in the struggle to overcome all difficulties on the road to progress, and actively 
promotes the cause of socialiom, it is precisely because the leadership of the 
party is implementing the line, direction and policy of the third plenum that our 
country's economy appears in a state excellent as never before since the establish- 
ment of our government. Our political situation, too, is in the most stable period 
since the sixties. At present, the Central Committee, exercising vigilance in a 
time of peace and observing small indications that might grow into large problems, 
with foresight has therefore taken the initiative in an economic readjustment 

and a policy of political stabilization. This again makes it clear that our Central 
Committee stands high, sees far, thinks deep, is strong and powerful, and can be 
fully trusted and relied upon. At present there is a small groupof people in the 
party and in our society who spread doubt and distrust of our Central Committee. 
This cannot be tolerated, and this extremely misguided trend must be justly and 
forcefully opposed; we must firmly and unshakably maintain the authority of the 
Central Committee. 


To maintain political unity with the Central Committee, we must study conscientious- 
ly, gain a profound understanding of the essence of the recent Central Committee 
documents, earnestly direct our minds on to the track of a common understanding 

of the essence of the Central Committee documents, of the party's line, direction 
and policies following the third plenum, of Marxism-Leninism and Mao Zedong t ought. 
At this turning point in our history, many ideological and practical problems 

are bound to appear. for instance, quite a number of our comrades have personally 
experienced the improvement in the general situation but lack sufficient awareness 
of the hidtien dangers and therefore take exception to the readjustnents and lower 
their guard. Other comrades, when discussing the hidden dangers, will not see the 
advantages of our present situation; they passively grumble and complain and show 
a loss of confidence. Al! problemsof this kind require that the party organization 
at all levels adroitly guide action according to the circumstances and carry out 
effective ideological and political work; this is part of the political guidance 

of the party. Through large-scale and painstaking work, we must help our party 
members and the masses gain a better understanding of the Central Committee's 
policies; deepen their understanding of the significance of our readjustments; 

gain a clearer view of our present general situation, a correct view of our diffi- 
culties, a clear definition of our tasks; and establish a mental attitude of "all 
the country's activities to be coordinated as in a chess game." They should be 
enabled to take the interests of the whole into account, to keep the cardinal prin- 
ciple in mind, to share the cares and burdens of the party and the state, and 

they should not allow personal, partial and local or temporary interests to affect 
the correct understanding and implementation of the party's line, direction and 
policies. 


To maintain political unity with the Central Committee, we must increase party 
consciousness and heighten the sense of organizational discipline; we must also 
consciously protect and uphold the party's centralized unity. A continuous develop- 
ment of socialist democracy is the firm and unswerving policy of the Central 
Committee following the third plenum. However, that kind of democracy which rejects 
a socialist legal system, the leadership of the party, and discipline and order is 
certainly not socialist democracy. On the contrary, that would only bring about 














aplite within our party, throw the country into the pitfall of anarchiam, increase 
the difficulties tor our country's economic development and for any improvement 

in our people's livelihood. It is therefore particularly necessary in the 

present situation to reaffirm and emphasize the principle of the individual submit- 
ting to the organization, the minority to the majority, the lower echelon to the 
higher authority, and the entire party to the Central Committee. Any dissenting 
opinions on the Central Committee's decisions or directives may be brought forward 
in the normal organizational procedure or at the regular meetings of the party, 
but the Central Committee's decisions and directives must be carried out uncondi- 
tionally in ali actual operations. If one were to level excessive criticism 
against Central Committee decisions, to engage in passive resistance, to spread 

or publish at wiil statements that defy the spirit of the Central Committee docu- 
ments, or even to overtly agree but covertly oppose, to go his own way, this would 
of necessity weaken the party's unity and fighting capacity; party discipline will 
not permit that. All party organizations at every level and every member of the 
Communist Party must be determined to oppose any indication of disrespect for 
party discipline, any sign of undisciplined or anarchist action, or violation of 
the legal system, and must firmly and reliably do a good job of insuring stability 
and unity inthe political situation. 


To maintain politica! unity with the Central Committee, it is necessary to continue 
the liberation of the mind and firmly uphold the four basic principles. The lLiber- 
ation of the mind t!at we propose has as a precondition firm adherence to the four 
basic principles; only through the liberation of the mind and a policy of seeking 
truth from facts can we achieve better observance of the four basic principles and 
a fuller development of our undertakings. for a continued liberation of our minds 
we must conscientiously eliminate the influence of left-deviationist thinking 

and the restrictions of the two types of ‘whatever’ mentality, and arm our minds 
with the ideological line of seeking truth from facts. The core of the four basic 
principles is to tirmly uphold the leadership of the party. Without the Communist 
Party, China, being such a large country, would fall apart and disintegrate. If 
China were separated from the Communist Party, it would have no power at ail to 
guice the people in the four modernizations. At this turning point in history, 
when the old has to make way for the new, it is particularly necessary for party 
members to strengthen their sense of responsibility to the party, cherish an ardent 
love for the party, have faith in the party. All party members must courageously 
institute criticism, education and if necessary even fight against any trend in- 
side and outside the party that attempts to weaken, separate from, abolish or 
oppose the leadership of the party and against any unhealthy customs that would 
seriously harm the prestige of the party, so as to have the party organization 
function to its fullest extent as a fighting force for stability and unity during 
the period of our economic readjustment. 


There is a common saying: “Much distress regenerates a nation.” The difficulties 
that we encounter on our road of progress can spur us on to rally even closer 
around the party Central Committee and to go all out in striving for new victories. 
We firmly believe that after passing through this period of readjustment, the 
great objectives oft the four modernizations certainly can and will be actieved! 


8453 
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PARTY AND STATE 


REVOLUTIONARY SPIRIT EMPHASIZED, BUREAUCRACY, SUBJECTIVISM DENOUNCED 
Shijiazhuang HEBEL RIBAO in Chinese 5 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Zhao Peixi (6392 1014 3886]: "A Superficial Discussion of ‘Fearing 
Neither Hardship Nor Death'"} 


[Text] "Fear neither hardship nor death" is a revolutionary slogan originating from 
the campaign to learn from the heroic deeds of Comrade Wang Jie [3769 2638). This 
Slogan was highly praised by Comrade Mao Zedong as a vivid reflection of the prole- 
tarian revolutionary spirit. A review of the history of our party reveals that 
during the revolutionary war, hundreds of thousands of revolutionary martyrs shed 
blood and sacrificed their lives in order to overthrow the reactionary rule and found 
new China; during the early days after the founding of new China, many Communist 
Party members and revolutionary comrades performed great heroic deeds in a spirit of 
hard struggle and in defiance of dangers to their lives, which glorified our party. 
We must inherit and carry forward this glorious tradition and revolutionary spirit 
at all times, 


Is the slogan "fear neither hardship nor death" an expedient plot? Certainly not. 
Is this spirit that was needed in the past no longer needed today n the days 
ahead? it is also untrue. The fact is that we are pressing forwa: th the four 


modernizations and construction projects in an international environment of turmoil 
and uncertainty rather than in paradise. If we throw away the spirit of "fearing 
neither hardship nor death,” shall we still have any chance to talk about construc- 
tion, when we cannot even protect our lives and country from an invasion by the 
external enemy? True, science and technology are indispensable to the development 

of the four modernizations. But acquisition of science and technology results from 
assiduous learning and repeated experiments. Every scientific and technological in- 
vention calls for hard labor and even sacrifice of lives. The same is true of the 
process of training and educating a scientist to maturity. There is no exception 

to this rule either in modern or anceint times, and in China or elsewhere. 


The revolutionary spirit of "fearing neither hardship nor ceath,” and the scientific 
attitude of observing the objective laws are two things which complement rather than 
contradict each other. Our advocation of "fearing neither hardship nor death" is 
absolutely not an assertion that men can transcend all possible objective conditions 
to act rashly. On the contrary, they are urged to take an active attitude in resolv- 
ing contradictions and overcoming difficulties in order to win victory. The insis- 
tence on confusing those blind and rash actions which run counter to the objective 
laws with the spirit of "fearing neither hardship nor death" will only lead to the 
distortion of fact. In this connection, it must also be pointed out that the mastery 
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and application of the objective lawa are a process that cannot be easily fulfilled, 
or @ process that requires "practice, knowledge, again practice and again knowledge." 
This difficult and complex process must repeat itself endlessly until man can achieve 
the objective of knowing and changing the world, At no time can this process of 
knowing and changing the world depart from the revolutionary spirit of "fearing 
neither hardship nor death.” Any attempt to steer the discussion about knowing and 
changing Che world away from this spirit will end up being an argument that exists 

on paper alone, Whenever comrades fighting on all fronts conclude their work, they 
will share this deep feeling: Is there any achievement that does not require hard 
labor and sweat? Can any work be done without the demonstration of the spirit of 
hard struggle? 


The revolutionary spirit of “fearing neither hardship nor death" has been fostered 
with the aim of serving the interests of the masses of people. Dong Cunrui [5516 
131/ 385°), Huang Jiguang (7806 4949 0342), Lei Feng, Wang Jie and other comrades 
have sacrificed their Lives in order to liberate the people and save their lives 

from dangers. Today, the cause for the development of the socialist modernization 
led by our party is an undertaking that is in the best interests >f the people through- 
out the country. fulfillment of this great end unprecedented task requires hard 
Struggle by all our people and even painstaking efforts by people for generations to 
come. During the march toward fulfilling the four modernizations, in addition to 
stimulating and giving full play to the revolutionary spirit of "fearing neither 
hardship nor death,’ we must show great concern for the vital interests of the masses 
of people and the saiety of their lives. We must also take effective measures to avert 
any unnecessary sufferings and sacrifices, and continue to raise and improve the 
levels of their material and cultural life as production develops. This is a matter 
of principle that has been firmly emphasized and upheld by our party. But this does 
not mean that there have been no slippage and mistakes in our work. Particularly 
noteworthy is that under the influence of the erroneous "left" line which continued 
for a long time, a few leading cadres have been imbued in varying degrees with bureau- 
cratism, subjectivism and tendencies of dictating orders to others without purpose 
in mind, which have resulted in losses of state property and people's lives. This 
lesson is painful. Sut no one should regard partial truth as whole truth, and put 


Zhang's hat on Li's head by insistently interpreting the revolutionary slogan "fear 
neither hardship nor ‘eath" as an expression of "indifference to the plight of the 
people or as an ind ation that the working people have no class affection.” Nor 


should anyone use si h interpretations as an excuse to deny this slogan its revolu- 
tionary meaning. 


"Fear neither hardship nor death” is a lofty revolutionary slogan fostered by our 
party. We must make vigorous efforts to foster and carry forward this spirit and 


translate it into conscious action by the broad masses of cadres and people. 
9574 
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hearing nothing. Allowing the aforesaid problema of different nature to spread and 
converge would wreak great havoc on the situation of stability and unity, and also 
make it fundamentally impossible for the present readjustment undertakings to pro- 
ceed. Therefore, we must reinforce the state apparatus of the people's democratic 
dictatorship, resolutely hit, divide and disintegrate the aforesaid forces which 
infringe on our stability and unity, resolutely hit, divide and disintegrate the 
remnant forces of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques, and 
resolutely hit, prevent and halt various activities of criminal offense. In a word, 
we must not allow them to go unpunished while violating our penal code. however, 
with respect to class struggle in the socialist society, we gust handle it 

according to the principle of strict differentiation and correct handling of the two 
categories of contradictions of different nature, and definitely not allow any con- 
fusion of the demarcation between the two categories of contradictions of different 
nature. This struggle is a solemm political struggle. The matter of learning how 
to use the legal weapon to carry out struggle against the anti-party and anti- 
socialist forces and various elements of criminal offense is a new issue to comrades 
of the whole party and to all our cadres; it must not be taken lightly. 


Yet, as we started to pay attention to this question and adopt necessary measures, 
some opinions began to be heard. On this, we cannot help wishing to state some 
reasons so as to clear the air. 


"You said that class struggle is no longer the principal contradiction in our 
society; then why grasp it again?" We should know that after the basic triumph 

of the socialist transformation of the ownership of our means of production, the 
continued practice in the ensuing period in our society to take "class struggle as 
the key link” and expand class struggle without limit and extend it at random really 
brought disasterous consequences to our cause. With a fearless spirit, the Third 
Plenary Session of the llth Party Central Committee returned to order from disorder, 
pointing out that class struggle is no longer the principal contradiction in our 
socialist society and demanding that from 1979 on we shift the focus of work of our 
whole party to the construction of our socialist modernization, or, namely, that we 
shift the focus from the grasping of class struggle to the grasping of production 
struggle. This decision was based on a scientific analysis of the realities of 
class struggle. Under the condition that the landlord class and rich peasant class, 
as classes, were already eliminated and the capitalist class, as a class, also no 
longer existed, the commun que of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central 
Committee at the same time emphatically pointed out: "There is still in our country 
today a small handful of counter-revolutionary elements and criminals who hate our 
socialist modernization and try to undermine it. We must not relax our class strug- 
gle against them, nor can we weaken the dictatorship of the proletariat." Are these 
words not still ringing in our ears? If there are today still those who embrace 
“class struggle as the key link” without any change of heart, then we need to con- 
tinue to educate and criticize them, while on the other hand if there are likewise 
those, in our realistic life today, who propagate the tone of the theory of the 
dying out of class struggle, they are either too naive and ignorant or are purposely 
trying to distort the spirit of the Third Plenary Session of the llth Party Central 
Committee; to them we should issue a loud cry: following your approach would do harm 
to the people and to socialism. 


"In suggesting that class struggle still exists, are you trying to ‘restrict’ and 
no longer ‘open wide’? Is the principle of the Third Plenary Session of the Lith 








Party Central Committee being changed, then?" This statement is entirely incorrect, 
The Party Central Committee has said long ago and repeatedly that insofar as the 
activities of the various counter-revolutionary elements, various anti-socialist 
elements and various elements committing criminal offenses are concerned, there 
never has been any question of "opening wide," and the policy has always been not 

to condone them, never let them commit whatever outrages they please, and at the 
same time adhere throughou. the country to principles such as these: the law must 

be obeyed, violation of the law must be punished, the execution of the law must be 
strict, and everybody is equal before the law. There has never been anything vague 
on this point; our stand tas been firm and clear-cut. 


"Are you going to stress only dictatorship and no longer democracy now?" Our answer 
is that we now stress both democracy and dictatorship. Everybody knows that from 

the founding of the People's Republic of China up to the last few years, except the 

10 years of turmoil which sould be regarded as an exception, we have always ad- 

hered to the practice of dictatorship with respect to the various hostile forces, 
counter-revoli: tionary elements, and elements committing criminal offenses and ser- 
fously endangering our social order, and never intended to be softhearted toward 

them. From the theory of Marxism to various policies and edicts, this has been widely 
promulgated and clear y prescribed. 


Here, as we speak of class struggle as really still existing, it is also natural to 
touch on the question of how to understand and implement people's democratic dicta- 
torship. The point on which several decades of the Chinese people's experience have 
concentrated is no other than carrying out people's democratic dictatorship led by 
the working class (via the Communist Party) and based on the worker-peasant alliance. 
This can never be doubted or negated. Even before the founding of our state, Com- 
rade Mac Zedong already discoursed on this question. He pointed out: ‘The combina- 
tion of these two aspects, democracy for the people and dictatorship over the reac- 
tionaries, is the people's democratic dictatorship.” "If things were not done this 
way, the revolution would fail, the people would suffer, the country would be con- 
quered." This statement is correct. During the period when Lin Biao and the "gang 
of four’ exerted their tyranny, the people's democratic rights were trod on while 
the dross of society held sway and did whatever they pleased; were the resulting 
consequences not very clear? Are such sufferings not still fresh in our memory? 
After the smashing of the “gang of four,’ especially after the Third Plenary Ses- 
sion of the llth Party Central Committee, our party and government have always en- 
deavored to give scope to democracy in practical measures and carry ov: democratic 
education in public opinion and propaganda. Of course, we still have not done 
enough work in this regard and still need to continue our efforts. Today, while 
resolutely and unswervingly carrying forward our work in developing socialist de- 
mocracy, we at the same time ask comrades of the whole party and all the people to 
maintain high vigilance and take firm measures against various anti-party and anti- 
socialist activities and activities of criminal offense. This is because, if we 
fail to take measures against such activities, not only would we find it very dif- 
ficult to proceed with our economic readjustment, but the people's democratic rights, 
or even right to existence, would also be endangered. If we condone the criminal 
elements and let them run wild and create confusion everywhere, in some places, some 
departments and some units the great majority of the people's democratic rights 
would be once more trod on like they were during the "Cultural Revolution,” the 
situation of stability and unity and vitality and liveliness would be impossible to 
maintain, let alone to consolidate and develop, the finest political situation and 
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economic situation since the founding of our state that we have shaped would once 
again suffer a setback, and the improvement in people's livelihood already gaiued 
would be lost anew. In view of aJl this, how can the masses of the people who 

have undergone so much suffering tolerate those who heretofore closely followed 

Lin Biao and the "gang of four" to once more undermine this situation of stability 
and unity? Yet, in individual unite and individual places, they have already started 
recklessly to make trouble. The masses of the people there have already become very 
angry over this situation. The people's political power is meant to protect the 
people. Under such circumstances, can we fail to rise resolutely in order to de- 
fend the people's interests? The theory of Marxism and many years of actual life 
repeatedly teach us: only when the overwhelming majority of the people enjoy ad- 
vanced democracy can we exercise effective dictatorship over the extremely small 
minority of enemies; and only by practicing dictatorship over this extremely small 
minority of enemies can we fully guarantee the democratic rights of the overwhelm- 
ing majority of the people. To us, lessons on this point have been just too pro- 
found. We must unshakably do things this way! 


The theory of class struggle is one of the basic theories of Marxism. On this, we 
must have a solemm scientific attitude; no mere good heart or bookishne: in veal- 
ly solve problems. What is most needed is to comtine Marxist principle with ce- 
volutionary actualities in studying the newly emergent situations at pr scent and in 
solving the new problems. The path of practice in socialism is not goiny ‘© grow 
fragrant roses everywhere, but will be interspersed with thorny undergrowth and 
overgrowth; a wave-like advancement in abbs and flows generally is the iaw. We 
cannot behave as if we see no ant whatsoever when we stand up, but see ants every- 
where when we stoop down. In treating the question that class struggle really does 
still exist, we must guard against this tendency too. In our society, those who 

do bad things and who make trouble are always in the minority; compared to our total 
population, they make up only an infinitesimal minority. We must cast off the way 
of thinkine easily puzzled by surface phenomena; with respect to the question of 
their existence, we can neither remain mum nor get stirred up blindly. Under the 
guidance of Marxism, under the direction of correct principles, policies and edicts, 
we must strive to do our work well, carry out further readjustment in our economy 
and realize further stability in our pwlitics. Our socialist cause is bound to 
prosper and develop. 


9255 
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PARTY AND STATE 


HUMAN FACTOR IN EPISTEMOLOGY EMPHASIZED 
Beijing GUANGMING RIBAO in Chinese 12 Feb 6! p 4 


|Article by Wang Ruoshui [3769 5387 3055]: "We Must Not Forget the Human Factor 
in the Theory of Knowledge") 


[Text] In early May 1980, | gave a talk at the forum of theoretical circles in the 
capital convened by GUANGMING RIBAO; on 12 May, it wae published under the title 
"The Aim of Practice le the Criterion for Measuring the Success or Failure of 
Practice.” This talk aroused some differing opinions. At first, there was Comrade 
Li Minsheng's [2621 2404 3932) article “is the Aim of Practice the Criterion for 
Measuring the Success or Failure «f Practice?" in the 7 August issue of GUANGMING 
RIBAO. Then, there was Comrade Ma Ming's [7456 7687) article "But Aim and Interest 
Are Not Criteria for Testing Truth" in the August 1980 number of ZHEXUE YANJIU. This 
is a matter of several months’ standing, but I have only just now found the time to 
make a response. I think it is not too late to make a response right now, especially 
because this dispute also involves another question wich is attracting people's 
attention only now--the question of the human factor. 


Measuring the Result or Success or Failure of Practice Requires a Criterion; this 
Criterion Cannot Be the Result Ltself 


First of all, L think we should make clear the point in dispute. What 1 said was 
"The Aim of Practice is the Criterion for Measuring the Success or Failure of 
Practice,” and I did not say anything about criterion for testing truth. My orig- 
inal statement raised and answered the question this way: “The success or failure 
of our practice tests the correctness or error of our perception; then, by what 
criterion do we measure the success or failure of our practice? Actually, there is 
also a criterion in this regard, and that is the aim of practice." What I said 
here had to do with two questions. The first question: by what do we test the 
correctness or error of our perception? The answer was the success or failure ot 
practice. The second question: by what do we measure the success or failure of 
our practice? The answer was the aim of practice. There is no discrepancy on 

the first question (and therefore I feel that much of Comrade Ma Ming's criticism 
is rather amiss); what I wish to discuss now is the second question. 


Comrade Li Minsheng thinks that ay view ic to “take man's subjective spirit as 

the criterion for testing the success or failure of practice; this is liable to get 
bogged down in subjectivism and to lead to confusion.” Comrade Ma Ming thinks that 
this view “completely reverses the relationship between subjectivity and objectivity." 
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Let us make a study of this question, 


When 1 said that “the aim of practice is the criterion for measuring the success 
or failure of practice,” this was my answer to the question “by what do we measure 
the success or failure of practice?” My anewer can be negated, but the question | 
put forward cannot be negated. If the aim of practice cannot measure the success 
or failure of practice, then what can we use to measure it? 


Comrade Ma Ming did not anewer this question. We merely said, it is a mistake to 
measure it by the aim, but he did not say what would be the right way to measure it. 
Comrade Li Minsheng's answer was: "We must inaist on testing the success or failure 
of practice by the objective effect of our practice." 


What does this statement mean? Can it be that the success or failure of practice 
is not the objective effect of practice? Between “success or failure” and “effect” 
is tundamentally not a relationship of which teste which, because the two are the 
same thing. A thing cannot test itself or measure itself. A piece of cloth cannot 
be measured by this piece of cloth itself; it can only be measured by a yardstick. 
That is to say, compare the two and measure the length of the cloth by the length 
of the yardstick. Similarly, we cannot measure the success or failure of practice 
with the effect of practice, because the effect of practice iteelf needa to be 
measured, and measur‘ne the success or failure of practice is no other than measuring 
the effect of practice. We need to know that our question happens to be exactly 
"ie the effect of practice success or failure?” That is aleo to say, the effect 

of practice already lies before us as an established fact; how are we going to 
appraise it’? Is it success, or is it failure? Is it basically a success, or is it 
basically a failure’? This requires 4 criterion. This criterion cannot be the 
effect of practice itself. To say “the effect of practice is the criterion for 
testing the success or failure of practice” is like saying “the effect of practice 
is the criterion for testing the effect of practice,” which is meani igless. 


To Measure the Success or Failure of Practice Is To Compare the Effect of Practice 
With Its Pre-set Aim; Apart from Man's Aim or Interest There Is No Success or 
Failure 


In order to judge whether the effect of practice is success or failure, we can only 
compare this effect with the pre-set aim. What is meant by success? Attaining the 
aim is success. What is meant by failure? Not attaining the aim is failure. An 
action with aim cannot be said to be 4 success or a failure. Apart from the concept 
of aim, what meaning can the two concepts of “success” and “failure” have? None 
whatsoever. 


We have long been satistied with this view: “concept is the reflection of an 
objective thing.” This statement is of course all right, but it is by no means 
complete. Insofar 4s concepts are concerned, some reflect objective things, some 
reflect subjective things, and some the relationship between subjective things and 
objective things. 


For instance, “beneficial bird." “harmful bird,” “beneficial insect,” “harmful 
insect" and concepts of the like reflect both objective things themselves (bird, 
insect) and the relationships (being beneficial, being harmful) between these 
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ob ective things and man. So-called “being beneficial” is beneficial to man, and 
so-called “being harmful” is harmful to man; apart from the criterion of man and 
the interest of man, the distinction between the so-called “beneficial bird" and 
“haraful bird” and “beneifical insect" and “harmful insect" siaply cannot stand, 
This ie not to say there are no longer objective things; 4 bird is still a bird, and 
an insect ia still an insect, but there would be no longer any distinction between 
“beneficial” and “harmful.” If a locust aleo has a thinking capability, it would 
call a ewallow a “harmful bird” according to its own criterion. This does not 
suggest the concepts like “beneficial” and “haraful” are subjectively prescribed 
at random, but that they reflect the relationships between objective things and 
man; these relationships may well differ, but they still objectively exist. 


The concepts of “beneficial” and “haraful” are in a similar situation. The Lin 
Biao and Jiang Qing counter-revolutionary cliques said that the “Cultural Revolu- 
tion” was very good, because the "Cultural Revolution” was beneficial to their aim 
of ueurping the party and seizing power; the masses of the people say that the 
"Cultural Revolution" was very bad, because the result of the "Cultural Revolution” 
was calamity to the country and the people. Different standpoints and different 
intereste lead to difierent criteria of judgment. Then, which one is correct? This 
depends on that to which a given one corresponds. To the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 
counter-revolutionary cliques, the "Cultural Revolution” was indeed very good, 
because it was indeed beneficial to them, and this was a fact. But they did not 
choose to say it this way; instead, they said that the "Cultural Revolution” was 
beneficial to socialism, beneficial to proletarian dictatorship; this was a lie 
from head to tail. We say that the “Cultural Revolution” was very bad and that it 
was a disaster; this is said according to the criterion of the interest of the 
people, as disaster means disaster to the people; but we do not say that the “Cul- 
tural Revolution” was also a bad thing, a disaster to the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 
counter-revolutionary cliqes. When we say the “Cultural Revolution” was a bad thing 
to the people, we also acknowledge that the “Cultural Revolution” was a good thing 
to Lin Bilao, Jiang Qing and their ilk; the two are consistent with each other since 
wheat was a bad thing to the vast ranks of the people was precisely because it was a 
good thing to Lin Biao, Jiang Qing and their ilk. Today, the 10 culprits of the 
Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counter-revolutionary cliques have been publicly tried and 
sentenced; this is 4 bad thing to the counter-revolutionary cliques, but 4 good 
thing to the people. Theretore, to say something is good or bad can never depart 
from the criterion of man's interest; there is no abstract “goodness” and “badness” 
unrelated to man's interest. 


We might as well also use the “victory” and “defeat” in war as examples. The aim 
of all ware, as Comrade Mao Zedong pointed out, is to “preserve oneself and destroy 
one's enemy.” This aim of war is at the same time also the criterion for appraising 
the victory or defeat in war. When one preserves oneself and destroys o: e's enemy, 
then it is victory; when one fails to destroy one's enemy but becomes destroyed by 
one's enemy, it is defeat. Both sides of a war wish to preserve thenselves and 
destroy the other side; hence the victory of one side becomes the defeat of the 
other. This means the direct, military ai@ of war; as to the political aim of war, 
the situation is the same. The political aim of Japanese imperialism in starting 
ite war against China was to turn China into its colony; the political aim of the 
Chinese Communist Party in leading the war of resistance against Japan was to drive 
out the Japanese imperialists and build a free and equal New China. Precisely 
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because the aims of the war were different, so the criteria for appraising the 
victory and defeat of the war were aleo differnt, "When the Japanese fought their 
way to China, the Japanese called that victory. When a large piece of China's 
terfitery was occupied, the Chinese called that defeat” ("On the Correct Handling of 
Contradictions Among the People"). Contrartwiee, the Chinese people's ultimate 
victory was also Japanese imperialiem's ultimate defeat. 


If we are aware of this, then, there is nothing to feel alarmed or surprised about 
when we say that “the aim of practice is the criterion for measuring the success 

or failure of practice.” The concept “result of practice” reflects an objective 
thing; the concept “aim” reflects a subjective thing; the concepts “success” and 
“failure” reflect the relationships between the result of practice and ite pre-set 
aim. When we ask whether a certain practice ia “successful,” we are asking whether 
of not that certain practice has “attained ite aim": the two are the same in 
meaning. “Success” and “failure” unrelated to ean's aim and interest fundamentally 
do not exist. 


Comrade Li Mineshene did not agree with this view; he said: 


"In attaining its pre-set aim, a practice may be a success, it may also be a 
failure. Thies is because whether the aim of practice iteelf is correct of not needs 
to be tested in the tiret place. For example, we once took steel as the key Link, 
and the result was that we temporarily realized the aim of increase in our steel 
production by 4 large margin (here excluding factors such as quality and cost for 
the time being), but thie did not necessarily illustrate that our all-out steel- 
refining practice during the ‘Great Leap Forward’ was correct and succeseful ." 


In realty, the reason why different appraisals were made as to the success or 
failure of our ‘ll-out eteel-refining during the "Great Leap Forward" was precisely 
because the aim o: our socialist production was not clearly perceived. If the aim 
was merely “increase in our steel production by a large margin,” then one kind of 
appraisal of our all-out steel-refining result would have been made; if it was 
thought that we were not to increase our production just for the sake of fulfilling 
our target, but that aim of production wae to satisfy man's needs, and therefore 
economic results should also be stressed, then another kind of appraisal of our 
all-out steel-refining result would have been made. The question is not "in 
attaining ite pre-set aim, a practice may be a success, it may also be a failure,” 
but speaking of the same result, because of the difference in its pre-set aim and 
the difference in the criterion of measurement, it may be regarded as a successful 
practice (with its ain attained) or it my be regarded as a failed practice (with 
its aim unattained). 


For many years, we have overlooked or even forgotten the aim of socialist production; 
this has been reflected not only in the planning and arrangement of production but 
also in the appraisal of production results. I said in my talk last time: "Can we 
say that so long as we have achieved the total output value and produced the products, 
whether or not such products are needed or suitable, our production should always 
count as 4 success’ Are we to look at superficial figures or are we going to pay 
attention to economic results? The ais of socialist production is man and his needs, 
including material and cultural needs; this being the case, we should appraise the 
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success, the failure, and the degree of achievement of our production practice 
according to whether or not it has satisfied such needs and the degree of such 
satisfaction,” 


tow To Deaw a Clear Boundary Line With Idealien? 


le measuring the success or failure of practice by the aim of practice indicative 
of idealiem? No. 


idealiem regards epirit as primary, and material as secondary; thie is the basic 
viewpo‘nt of idealiem, and aleo the criterion for judging idealiem. When we say 
that we are going to measure the success or failure of practice by the aim of 
practice, thie still does not for the time being involve the question of ite being 
primary or secondary. indeed, this is measuring something objective with something 
subjective; generally speaking, can we say that this is namely idealism? We cannot 
say this. Let us ask: when we absorb a comrade into the party, are we going to 
measure him with provisions of the party Constitution as to whether or not his 
conditions for joining the party are sufficient? Are we going to measure every 
pecty member, especially a party wember cadre, with "Guiding Principles for Loner- 
party Political Life” to see whether or not his conduct accords with the "Guiding 
Principles"? Aleo, in jurisprudence, are we going to acknowledge the trial princi- 
ple of “taking facts as the basis, taking the law as the norm"? “Taking the law as 
the norm” is namely taking the law as the criterion of measurement to see if the 
conduct of the defendant has violated the law or has violated which article of the 
law, and thereby derive the corresponding judgment. What is the law? The law is 
the will of the ruling class, something subjective. Measuring facts with the law 
is using something subjective to measure something objective. Measuring an objec- 
tive thing is not changing an objective thing. For instance, at this moment the 
temperature of ay room is 18 degrees Celsius and 66 degrees Fahrenheit; and no 
matter what criterion we might use to measure, we do not change the room temperature 
itself. Since no one would regard this as idealism, then why should measuring the 
result of practice (success or failure) with the aim of practice be indicative of 
idealism? This is not a question of its being primary or secondary. Only by 
further asking where does the aim of practice come from would we involve the ques- 
tion of idealism. We think the aim of practice comes from the objective world, from 
realistic life, and from practice: this is our materialist answer. 


Not only does the aim of practice come from practice, this aim also accepts the test 
of practice. Adhering to such a viewpoint is to draw a clear boundary line with 
idealism. Comrade Mao Zedong said: “Social practice is the criterion for testing 
subjective desire or motive.” Such a test may have two aspects of meaning. One 

is whether the aim of the test is correct, and whether it can be realized; for 
instance, some wish to find a drug for immortality, some wish to find a specific 
cure for cancer, some wish to climb the Zhumulangma Peak, some wish to realize the 
four modernizations ahead of time, etc., etc., whether they are feasible and which 
are and which are not feasible gust accept the test of practice. A test by prac- 
tice is not limited to the test of aim but includes also methods; if a practice 
fails, it may be because its aim is not correct, but it may also be because its 
methods are vrong. The other meaning of testing aim or motive by practice is: a 
certain person claims that his aim or motive is good, but whether this is true or 
false must be tested in practice. The Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counter-revolutionary 
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cliques kept saying that they were for the revelution and for the people, but their 
entire practice during the “Cultural Revolution” could not have more clearly ex- 
posed their true counter-revolutionary aim. They were too absorbed in usurping 
the party and seiging power to bother about the people's suffering! 


Leaving aside oral and falee aims, everybody does measure the success or failure 


of his own practice by his true aim. This does not in any way exclude the use of 
practice in testing whether one's aim is correct or not. 


Consistency Between Subjectivity and Objectivity Means Not Only Perception 
Corresponding to Objectivity but Aleo Man Realizing His Aim Through Objective 
Practice 


If a man's perception is correct and the aim or plan he formulates according to 
this perception is also correct, then he should be able to realize this aim or 
plan through practice and obtain success; contrariwise, he would suffer failure. 
When man's perception tallies with objective conditions, this constitutes consis- 
tency between subjectivity and objectivity. When the result of practice attains 
its pre-concetved sim, this aleo constitutes consistency between subjectivity and 
objectivity. Only when the former consistency is present can there be the latter 
consistency, and the latter consistency also proves the former consistency. The 
contradiction between subjectivity and objectivity the former consistency solves 
is the contradiction between perception (including sensual and rational) and 
object; the contradiction between subjectivity and objectivity the latter con- 
sistency solves is the contradiction between ideal (including aim, desire, plan, 
etc.) and reality. Therefore, when we discuss consistency between subjectivity 
and objectivity, we cannot limit ourselves to discussing subjectivity authentically 
reflecting objectivity and subjectivity tallying with objectivity, but we should 
also discuss man's effort to change the objective world. Practice is not only 
the foundation and criterion of the test of our perception either, but also the 
means by which man satisfies his needs and realizes his aim. If we take the 
relationship between man and the objective world merely as a relationship between 
spirit and material, and further take spirit merely as perception, then we forget 
that man is a whole entity; man not only establishes relations with the objective 
world by his own spirit, he does so also by his own body, and man's spirit not 
only consists in senses and ideas but also includes emotions, desires, and will. 


We ordinarily ascribe things Like policies, plans and programs to the realm of 
rational perception; because of this, we can easily overlook the distinction be- 
tween these things and our knowledge of objective things. What knowledge (whether 
sensual or rational knowledge) answers is “what™ an objective situation is; what 
policies, plans and programs answer is “how” man is going to do. “How to do” 

gust proceed from “what is" and gust take the present condition of things as its 
foundation; but “how to do” is already a step ahead compared to “what is,” as it 
implies an attempted change in the present condition of things. The fact that in 
the past, the “four existences” (the existence of class struggle, the existence of 
struggle between the two lines, the existence of the danger of capitalist restora- 
tion, and the existence of the threat of imperialism and social imperialism carrying 
out subversion and aggression) were propagated as the “basic line” is a good example 
of such confusion. Let us not bother here for the time being with whether the 
proposition of the “four existences" vas proper and whether it ran through the 
entire socialist period, even if it was and did, it merely told people “what” 

the socialist period is, and not “how” man is to do things in this period. 
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When an object is reflected in perception, thie is 4 material thing being transterred 
through practice into man's mind and then transformed into 4 conceptual thing in 
man's mind; this is material being changed inte spirit. When an ideal is turned 

into reality, thie is an idea being converted inte action and then changing the 
objective world through action; thie is spirit being changed into material. This 
whole process is aleo “a thing by itself" being converted coward “a thing for me" 
(aiso “a thing for man"). Such a conversion is not only perception but also man 
“realizing his own aim in natural things" (Marx, "Natural Dialectics"). 


I think that, precisely because Comrades Ma and Li lacked a dialectical understand- 
ing of the relationship between subjectivity and objectivity and because they forgot 
the human factor in their perception, so that they regard measuring the success or 
failure of practice by the aim of practice as “turning the relationship between 
subjectivity and objectivity upside down,” as “subjectiviem" or "idealism." 


Consistency Between Truth and the People's Interests; Man Cannot Be Excluded From 
Objects of Perception 


Since the aim of practice is the criterion for measuring the success or failure of 
practice, then, a8 communists and as revolutionaries, what is our aim? What | am 
talking about here is not the concrete aim of every item of work but the total or 
supreme aim of all revolutionary practice. In my talk last time I said: "The 
greatest interest of the broadest ranks of the masses of the people: this is no 
other than our supreme aim. All our practices, including the practice of socialist 
modernization, are for this supreme aim. Consequently, all practices that are in 
accord with the people's interests are successful practices, and all practices 

that damage the people's interests are failed practices. It is this criterion that 
we use to measure the success or failure of our practice and test the right or wrong 
of our perception.” 


On this view, Comrade Ma Ming criticized me by saying: 


"If whatever accords with the people's interests is truth, and whatever does not 
accord with the people's interests is error, then, would this not amount to saying 
that truth cannot exist apart from the people as a subject? That would be also 
tantamount to saying that there can be no truth independent of a subject or 
independent of man, there can be no objective truth. Denying the existence of 
objective truth would inevitably lead one to stand on the side of idealism.” 


My original statement was “all practices that are in accord with the people's 
interests are successful practices, and all practices that damage the people's 
interests are failed practices"; can this be wrong? Successful practices prove 
the correctness of perception, and failed practices prove the error of perception; 
can thie be false? 


Indeed, whether a theory or an ideology is truth or not is considered in terms of 
its relationship to objective objects, and whether it is beneficial or not is 
considered in terms of its relationship to man's interest: these are two different 
aspects. But, since it is truth, it should be subject to utilization by man and 
becomes proved in such practices. Engels said: ‘If these perceptions are erron- 
eous, then our judgment as to what use we can make of these things must also be 
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erroneous, and our attempts are also likely to fail. But, if we attain our 
aim,...then this would definitely prove that, in this realm, our perceptions of 
things and their characteristics also correspond to the realities in existence 
beyond us" ("The Development From Utopian to Scientific Socialism"), 


Comrade Ma Ming thought that | confused the boundary between Marxiem and utilitar- 
ijaniem; actually, according to the view etated above, this boundary has been very 
clear. Whether a theory accords with objective existence and whether a theory 
accords with man's interests are two distinctive questions. The utilitarians 
acknowledge only the latter question but discard the former question and, hence, 
a theory's utility becomes the same as its truthfulness, or whatever is useful 
becomes also truth. Idealism is useful to the reactionary classes, then [to them) 
idealiem is truth. We do not recognize that "whatever is useful becomes aleo truth," 
but we hold that truth is useful and accords with the people's interests. When he 
discussed in 1886 the interest of the German working class in theories at the time, 
Engels said: “Here, there are no worries about status or interests, and no notion 
of appealing to superiors for protection. On the contrary, the more science becomes 
worry free and selfless, the more it accords with the interests and wishes ot 
workers" ("Selected Works of Marx and Engels," Vol 4, p 254). Engels’ first state- 
ment criticized the utilitarian attitude toward theory, and his second statement 
affirmed the consistency between truth and the interests of the working class. Of 
course, on this point our understanding should not be too narrow. The study of 
some theories may temporarily be without any utilitarian value, and some academic 
questions may also iook unrelated to the people's interests, but they may broaden 
man's horizons, so they are also needed by the people. 





In the case of many theories in natural sciences, so long as scientific experiments 
prove them to be in accord with objective actuelities, we may recognize them as 
truths even if they have not yet been applied. But, in the case of certain applied 
sciences and technologies, in the case of economics, politics, pedagogy and social 
sciences of the like, the situation is different because their object of direct 
study and aim both cannot depart from man and from man's interests. For example, 
curing is the aim of medical experiments and also the criterion for testing the 
success or failure of medical experiments. If someone invents a new drug, then 

he can only achieve success through the practice of curing illness (i.e., by 
bringing it into accord with the people's interests) and thereby demonstrate that 
his perception is truth. The interests of the proletariat and the toiling people 
are themselves the object of Marxist study. Marxism not only reflects the laws 

of historical development but also reflects the interests of the proletariat and 
the toiling people. Comrade Mao Zedong said: “Communists must at all times prepare 
to adhere to truth, because any truth is in accord with the people's interests; 
communists must at all times prepare to correct mistakes because any mistake is 

not in accord with the people's interests" ("On Coalition Government"). Here 
"truth" and “mistake” are considered mainly in relation to political ideology, 
tasks, policies, workstyle and the like. This consideration is entirely correct. 


In denying that what accords with the people's interests is truth, Comrade Ma 
Ming's reason was merely that truth is objective, and “independent of a subject, 
independent of man." But here the people's interests are not a subject but an 
object. Man is both subject and object--subject as the perceiver, and object when 
being perceived. Recognizing objective truth is recognizing that in man's concepts 
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there is a content independent of man as the subject. This is of course correct, 
But is such content not dependent on an object? If man happens to be this object, 
is not such content dependent on man as the object? If this dependence is even 
denied, the objective truth would also be denied, 


Marx criticized Feuerbach for not understanding man's activities themselves as 
objective activities but merely taking perceptual activities as really man's activ- 
ities. I think Comrade Ma Ming also failed to understand man and man's interests 
themselves as objective objects, but merely took perceptual activities as really 
man's activities and merely took man as the subject of perception. 


This is my reply to the two comrades’ criticiems. It is possible that this ques- 
tion needs further exploration; I welcome everybody to come forward to put the 


discussion in full swing. 


9255 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CADRES ABUSING POWER IN BETRAYAL OF PUBLIC INTEREST DENOUNCED 
Wuhan CHANGJLANG RIBAO in Chinese 1 Feb 81 p 2 


[Ideological commentary by Zhou Jisheng (0719 1323 5168): "Sharing Burdens With Our 
Country and People") 


(Text) "Be concerned about the affairs of state before others, enjoy comfort after 
others: was o declaration proudly issued some 940 years ago by Fan Zhongyan [5400 
0112 3238), a noted poet of the North Song Dynasty, when he mounted Hunan's Yueyang 
Pavilion overlooking the scenic Dongding Lake with an expression of concern about 
the rise and fall of the Chinese nation, the grievances of the commoners, and the 
uncertainty that might glorify or disgrace the future of his career. This sense of 
responsibility to the world expressed by him, along with his concern about his country 
and people, resembles the roaring waves in the Dongding Lake, which still carry a 
force capable of shaking the hearts of the people today. 


Being concerned about our country and people means sharing burdens with our country 
and people. This is something that we must think of, or something that is worthy of 
our attention. 


Since the downfall of the “gang of four" and especially since the Third Plenary 
Session of the llth Party Central Committee, our country has achieved political 
stability and unity; remarkable economic progress has also been made as a result of 
efforts by the Party Central Committee to sum up both positive and negative exper- 
iences and lessons it has accumulated since the founding of new China and its 
adoption of the readjustment policy and a series of effective measures to gradually 
get rid of the “ieft" influence; great improvements have been made in the living 
conditions for people in urban and rural areas on the basis of the development of 
production. But we must also clearly understand that our country still faces great 
difficulties resulting from the extension of the scale of economic construction far 
beyond the limit permitted by our material and financial power, and from the over- 
extension of the resources on the capital construction front, the deficit spending and 
the disproportionate development of the economy which remains basically unchanged. 
This is a development behind which lurks some dangers. In the face of such a situ- 
ation, the great majority of our comrades have regarded the difficulties faced by their 
country as their own, and have been energetically fighting on all fronts, working hard 
and practicing frugality and economy in order to share burdens with the country and 
people, and with the party. But there are still a few people who have kept complain- 
ing about the unfavorable climate and the unfavorable situation created by men, and 
diemally sighing frequently from the sideline. They either have unilaterally 


19 











emphasized the intereats of their own unite and localities at the expense of the 
national interests in violation of the unified plan for economic readjustment, or 
have done everything possible to enhance their personal interests. They would keep 
complaining whenever their personal demands could not be met. 


This attitude is wrong. Ours is a developing and economically weak country with a 
population of 1 billion, 800 million of whom are peasants. The struggle to change 
the backward condition for production is a long-term process. No one can make such 
a big country a paradise overnight, where everyone can own gold and silver and can 
be fed with milk and butter. At present, the difficulties that exist in our country 
can be expected as it moves forward. Therefore, there is no reason for alarm, In 
his article entitled "White Horse," (si Zhi [2580 2784] said: “One must go to war 
in defense of one's country and face death with equanimity." Since the learned men 
of feudal society like Cai Zhi could pledge their loyalty to their country, and 
were well aware of the fact that "whether a country can survive or not is the respon- 
sibility of its citizens," why can't we share burdens with our country? As a matter 
of fact, our socialist country and its people are indivisible. The proverb that 
"the big river feeds its tributaries with waters" is still a matter of great educa- 
tional value to us today. When our country becomes affluent, the living standards 
for average citizens are certain to rise. No private interest is safe when the 
national interests are ignored. Our assertion that everyone must take into account 
the overall interests and share burdens with his country as one of its masters does 
not mean that the reasonable material interests of the masses can be ignored. Nor 
does it mean that cadres can take an indifferent attitude toward the plight of the 
masses without having a guilty conscience. On the contrary, in times of temporary 
difficulties as they are faced by our country, cadres must show greater concern for 
the well-being of the masses and share burdens with them. They should never take 
an indifferent and bureaucratic attitude in response to the masses’ demands for 
solving practical difficulties that exist in various aspects of life, including 
housing, education and employment. Conscientious efforts must be made to solve those 
problems that can be solved, while meticulous and patient efforts are being made 

to explain to them about other problems that cannot be overcome for the time being. 
In this connection, what matters most to the masses are the ways of thinking and 
workstyles adopted by their leaders. The masses can certainly join us in overcoming 
difficulties with one heart and one mind, and they will have no reason to complain 
about the temporary difficulties they now face in life, if cadres can "willingly 
share weal and woe with the people" as asserted by Comrade Zhu De in his reply to 
"Comrade Dong Biwu's five four-line poems," if they can follow the example of Jiao 
Yulu [7542 5940 4389] in braving the heavy rain and wading through flood to visit the 
leaking homes of peasants, and if they can follow in the footsteps of Minister Qian 
Zhengying of Water Conservancy in living a frugal life in a simple home and in demon- 
Strating a sincere heart of sharing burdens with the people. What is regretful is 
that a few comrades in our midst have been unable to serve the public interest with 
a clean record. Nor have they been able to put public interest ahead of their 
private interest. They have gone after profits in a swarm, for fear of falling 
behind others. Instead of sharing weal and woe and burdens with the people, they 
have even abused the power in their hands by competing for profits with the people, 
thus adding to their burdens. In doing so, they have seriously alienated the masses 
in betrayal of the party's consistent teachings in this connection. Basically 
speaking, there is no difference between sharing burdens with the country and 
sharing burdens with the people. The best way to relieve the country and people of 
such burdens and to bring happiness to the masses is by developing the economy, 
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realizing the four modernizations, and making our nation prosperous. The current 
continuous efforts to fulfill the readjustment, and to develop the national economy 
steadily along a sound course are in the best interests of our country and people. 
This is a correct policy decision aimed at relieving the people of burdens and 
bringing them happiness. We must firmly implement this important policy decision by 
the Party Central Committee, unite the wills from the bottom up, go all out, and 

make every possible effort to fulfill this difficult and complicated task to brighten 
the prospects of the people throughout the country. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


'SLCHUAN RIBAO' ARTICLE ON LIN BIAO, JIANG QING CLIQUES 
Chengdu SICHUAN RIBAO in Chinese 26 Jan 81 p 4 


[Article by Guo Yi [6753 0001), a political commissar, Logistics Department, 
Sichuan Military District: "A Trial in Accordance With Justice; A Victory for 
the Judicial System") 


[Text] The special court under the Supreme People's Court, representing the com- 
mon desires of the military and the people of the whole country, instituted a sol- 
emn and just trial against the principal culprits of the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing 
counterrevolutionary cliques. The special court exposed to the light of day each 
of their counterrevolutionary crimes one by one and finally imposed sentence 

on them according to the law. This just judgment was a blow against the enemy, 
safeguarded the people, upheld justice and fully displayed the dignity of the 
country's laws. 


In 10 years of upheaval, the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques 
worked in collusion, used all kinds of contemptible means and with premeditation 
framed and persecuted leaders of the party and state, cruelly suppressed, struck 
out at and persecuted the broad masses of cadres and people. They ruined agricul- 
tural and industrial production and plotted to overthrow the regime of proletarian 
dictatorship. They brought inestimable harm to our party and our state and plunged 
the whole Chinese nation into a huge calamity. 


The crimes committed by this company of criminals in the province of Sichuan are 
too numerous to record. In the early days of the 10-year turmoil, the Lin Biao 
and Jiang Qing cliques closely collaborated with a small group of evil elements, 
careerists and conspirators who had long ago already been expelled from the party, 
such as Liu Jieting [0491 4814 2185] and Zhang Xiting [1728 6007 2185]. They 
proclaimed such reactionary slogans as "bombard the Southwest Bureau, burn down 
the provincial and municipal party committees, strike down Li Jingquan [2621 0064 
3123] amd liberate the great Southwest," and launched a furious attack against 

the proletarian political power. The people of Sichuan were highly indignant at 
the perverse acts of Lin, Jiang and company and wated a blow-for-blow struggle 
against them. The Lin Biao and Jiang Qing cliques elaborated with great care 

a concoction which they called "Decision on Dealing With the Sichuan Question." 
They slandered Sichuan as being the "great rear base of the sinister headquarters” 
and as an “independent antiparty, antisocialist kingdom.'' They slandered comrade 
Li Jingquan as the greatest capitalist-roader in the Sichuan party. They slandered 
comrade Huang Xinting [7806 2450 1656], former commander of the PLA units in 
Chengdu, and comrade Guo Linxiang [6753 2651 4382], former political commissar, as 
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stubborn followers of the capitalist-roaders. They furthermore graced Liu Jieting 
and Zhang Xiting, these loyal representatives of the Lin Jiang counterrevolutionary 
cliques in Sichuan, with the disignation “representatives of the correct line" and 
supported Liu and Zhang in their usurpation of overall cantrol over the party, the 
state apparatus and the military in Sichuan. Armed w‘th the abovementioned 
“decision,” Liu anc Zhang with tenfold frenzy and a hundredfold hostility set up 

a fascist dictatorship in a big way over the broad masses of cadres and people. 
They used the so-called "Yibin Problem" as a breakthrough point to start a large- 
scale massacre, throwing the people of the whole province of Sichuan into an abyss 
of suffering. 


In their usurpation of party and power, the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolu- 
tionary cliques first directed the spearhead of their attack against the old cadres 
in the party, the state apparatus andthe military. They falsified facts, concealed 
the turth, inverted right and wrong and fabricated one case after another of mis- 
carriage of justice. With an insane lack of scruples, they proposed to bring about 
"a change of dynasty," imposed on leaders of all ranks such crimes as "diehard 
followers of Li and Liao,” "evil surviving supporters of Huang and Guo," "sinister 
line elements," "capitalist-roaders," "sinister talons and fangs," and clamored 
that the old cadres would be “banished to the lowest depths of hell and would never 
be allowed to return for the rest of their lives." The methods employed by Lin, 
Jiang and their lackeys in persecuting the leading cadres of all ranks were sinister 
and ruthless; some comrades were locked up in prisons, some were sent to the country 
side to do manual labor. They willfully arrested old cadres, paraded them through 
the streets and ransacked their homes. Some of the persecuted comrades were beaten 
up, and whipped or otherwise tormented, so that many were left crippled for life. 
Many old comrades who had survived the battles with Japanese imperialism anc the 
reactionary Kuomintang clique were persecuted to death by Lin, Jiang and their 
cohorts. 


At the same time as they were cruelly persecuting the old cadres, the Lin Biao and 
Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques were also wielding their butcher knives 
against the masses. They established their own private prisons all over the prov- 
ince, and unprecedented tortures were perpetrated. In Yibin District alone, there 
were over 1,400 such private prisons with over 30,000 cadres and other people locked 
up in them. Over 100 types of cruel tortures were practiced in these prisons, such 
as sitting in an airplane, kneeling on rubble, nailingwith bamboo sticks, xia ling 
jian, [0007 7190 0115] fake execution by firing squad, burial alive, and other 
kinds. The cruelty of these methods make one boil with anger. Due to their plots 
and intrigues many bloody battles erupted one after the other. In the three sup- 
port actions for Lu County planned personally by Liu and Zhang, over 2,400 people 
were killed, over 7,900 were maimed, over 16,000 were wounded, over 300 million 
yuan of state funds were used illegally, and over 68 million jin of grain, over 
1,000 cars and trucks and over 150 ships were destroyed. These frightening figures, 
the blood and tears of so many people, are their monstrous and unforgivable crimes 
against the Chinese nation. 


Our trial against the Lin Biao and Jiang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques was in- 
stituted in accordance with legal procedures and was carried out according to a 
legal system which firmly upholds the idea that proof must be based on facts, that 
the law is the norm and criterion, and that everything depends on the law and not 
on the persons involved or personal pronouncements of anyone. The severe penalties 
that were imposed on these counterrevolutionary groups of criminals by the people's 
court according to law were fully deserved. 
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The tragedy of thie lO-year calamity telle us that an imperfect legal system and 
loopholes in the political system will provide opportunities that counterrevolu- 
tionary careeriste and conspirators will take advantage of. The substitution of 
personal pronouncements and the will of personalities for the law, this feudal 
patriarchal system, brought our Chinese people grave calamities and a lesson paid 
for with blood which we should never forget. Although the main culprite of the 
Lin Bilao and 'iang Qing counterrevolutionary cliques have by now received their 
deserved punsilment, we must by all means remain alert against members of their 
factionalist setup. Lf we allow such men to climb into high positions where they 
will wield power, they will one day again stir up trouble. We are therefore firmly 
determined to implement the political, ideological and organizational line set 
forth since the third plenum, to purge every poison and influence spread by Lin 
Biao and the "gang of four,” to prevent evil men from usurping the leadership 
authority at any level, and to firmly protect the sound legal system, a fruit of 
our victory bought with the blood of countless fine devoted men. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


CONVICTION OF LIN, JIANG CLIQUES PRAISED IN YUNNAN 
Kunming YUNNAN RIBAO in Chinese 27 Jan 61 p 1 
[Article: “A Historic Sentence; the Wish of the People") 


[Text] The case of the Lin Biao, Jiang Ching counterrevolutionary cliques, which 
captured the attention of the world, underwent more than 2 monthe of deliberation 
by 4 special session of the Supreme People's Court. Solemn judgment has already 
been passed, and in accordance with the law the principal criminale Jiang Ching and 
Zhang Chunqiao were sentenced to death, wit’. a 2-year postponement, while Yao 
Wenyuan, Wang Hongwen, Chen Boda, Huang Yongsheng, Wu Faxien, Li Zuoli, Qiu Huizuo, 
and Jiang Tengjiao were sentenced to life or various period of time in prison. 
When the news was received, all of the people of our province, just like the people 
of the entire nation, shouted jubilantly and applauded joyously with resolute 
approval. 


For more than 2 months, the various peoples of our province seriously read the 
indictment issued by the Special Procuratorate Division of the Supreme People's 
Procuratorate. They read in the newspapers and watched on television the open 
investigation and deliberations by the special session of the Supreme People's 
Court. All were indignant at the monstrous crimes committed by the leaders of the 
Lin Biao, Jiang Ching counterrevolutionary cliques. It was these gangs of evil 
and atrocious nation-stealing robbers who relied on the illegal usurpation of 
position and power and adopted legal and illegal, overt and covert, and civil and 
military means to insanely carry out their counterrevolutionary conspiracies in 
order to overthrow the proletarian dictatorship. In order to seize the highest 
leadership authority from the party end the state, they premeditatedly carried 
out the cruel persecution of party and state leaders and snatched away the lives 
of our nation's chairman and many of the older generation of proletarian revolu- 
tionaries who personally fought so many battles. They manufactured armed struggle, 
incited beatings, smashings, and lootings, madly suppressed the broad cadres and 
masses, «nd caused so many persons to rot in prison that it would be difficult to 
count them all. The innocent lost their lives; the aggrieved lie buried. When 
their counterrevolutionary conspiracy was uncovered, the Lin Biao gang surprisingly 
conspired to murder Chairman Mao Zedong, and the Jiang Ching gang then plotted an 
armed insurrection in Shanghai as a last-ditch effort. They committed innumerable 
shocking crimes, each one full of the blood and tears of the people! All of this 
makes it clear that they did not make mistakes of line or work, but that they vere 
4 gang committing extremely serious and genuine counterrevolutionary crimes. 











Even though they sometimes acted confusingly and recklessly, irrationally causing 
disturbances, and even though they sometimes closed their eyes, looked away, and 
refused to speak, and sometimes carried out smooth-tongued debates, trying to shirk 
the responsibility for their crimes, etill, in the face of the masse of the well- 
documented evidence and testimony, the guilt of their crimes of subverting the 
government, eplitting the nation, armed insurrection, counterrevolutionary murder 
and mayhem, counterrevolutionary slander, organizing and leading counterrevolutionary 
cliques, propagating and inciting counterrevolution, exhorting confessions by 
torture, and illegal detention could not be denied, Today, the special session of 
the court has carried out an overall settlement of their counterrevolutionary 
criminal account and caused the ringleaders to these gangs, who have reached the end 
of their evil ways, to receive the punishment prescribed by our nation's laws. 

This has redressed the people's grievances, pacified the people's anger, and 
championed the cause of justice! 


the Lin Biao, Jiang Ching counterrevolutionary cliques created a disaster of 
unprecedented severity for our nation and created for the peoples of Yunnan a 
disaster whose proportions are difficult to estimate. For the various peoples of 
our province, each of the'r mony frightening counterrevolutionary crimes remains 
still vivid before our eyes, still fresh in our memories. These gangs of counter- 
revolutionary criminals, in developing networks for their factions in our province, 
appeared with the mien of the extreme left and incited people with the slogans, 
"Knock down everything,” “Total civil war,” and "Provoke large-scale struggle,” 

and urged people to “seize power during disorder." They carried out a brutal struggle 
against and heartless attacks on the broad cadres and masses. They fabricated the 
frightening “Zhao Jianmin [6392 0256 3046) apy case," causing a large number of 
cadres and the masses to tragically meet with persecution--more than 14,000 of them 
being persecuted to death. They manufactured the unjust case of the underground 
party in Yunnan, which caused a large number of the underground party members and 
masses who had carried out a courageous struggle against the enemy prior to libera- 
tion to be labeled “traitors,” "“KMT spies," and “counterrevolutionaries."” They 
sabotaged the unity between the troops and their officers, between those above 

and those below, and between friendly neighbors and the troops, and they disrupted 
the fish-water relationship [Mao said the relationship between the party and the 
masses wae like that between fish and the water--the party (fish) operates among 

and is supported by the masses (water)] between the military and the government and 
between the military and the people. They sabotaged military preparedness, sabotaged 
the modernization construction of the troops, vainly attempted to destroy our Great 
Wall, brought disorder to our frontier areas, and acted to destroy the firm supporting 
pillar of the proletarian dictatorship. They sabotaged production, work, and 

social order, and took our excellently organized Yunnan and messed it up so badly 
that factories produced no products, the land produced no crops, communications 

were broken, the people could not make a living, and [our province] turned into a 
mass of disorder and became famous as the “most afflicted household” in the entire 
nation. All of the various peoples of our entire province gnash their teeth in 
hatred over their multifarious crimes. But history is most just. Today, these 
gangs of counterrevolutionary criminals have, along with six principal criminals 
already deceased--\.in Biao, Kang Sheng, Xie Fuzhi, Ye Chun, Lin Liguo, and Zhou 
Zongchi--have finally been nailed to history's cross of shame, to be forever held 

in contempt by following generations of Chinese people. This is a victory for the 
people, for the party, for the socialist legal system, and for historical dialectics! 
It spurs on each of the peoples of our entire province to continue to liberate 
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their thinking, to uphold the four basic principles, and to ceaselessly raise their 
consciousness in thoroughly carrying out the line, principles and policies estab! ished 
by the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central Committee, 


The counterrevolutionary crimes of the Lin Biao, Jiang Ching counterrevolutionary 
cliques occurred under the unique historical conditions of the 10 yeara of chaor 
during the "Great Cultural Revolution.” At that time the leadere of the party and 
state were mired down in an extremely unusual situation, and the socialist legal! 
system sustained severe damage. The sentences handed down gave due consideration 
to this environment. The court relied upon the evidence of their crimes and their 
attitudes in weighing appropriate punishment. These facts will be beneficial in 
terme of correctly dealing with the remaining criminale from these two counter- 
revolutionary cliques, and in etriking and breaking up their remaining strength. 


The sentences given to Jiang Ching and the other 10 principal criminals eloquently 
attest that our party, our country, our people, and our military troops are able 

to pass the teste of any dangerous, stormy experiences and are firmly united and 
unable to be defeated. Just a short time ago these gangs of counterrevolut ionary 
criminals who had usurped important positions in the party, the government, and 

the military were renowned and arrogant in the extreme. Whereupon, in the face 

of the people's democratic dictatorship--that is, the dictatorship of the prole- 
tariat=--they at last were given a trial by the people, received their just punish- 
ment, and suffered o humiliating fall from power. “When a prince breaks the law, 
he does not pay for the crime as would a commoner.” ‘Punishments do not befall 

the high and mighty.” These sayings are the product of the several thousand year 
feudal system of our country. Only after having reached the perfect socialist legal 
system of today can we truly say: “Everyone is equal before the law.” It does 

not matter who he is, how high his position, or how great his power, once he breaks 
the law we will preserve the integrity of the socialist legal system and thoroughly 
investigate and make him bear the criminal responsibility. This makes it clear 
that our nation hae already entered a new era of fostering socialist democracy and 
strengthening the socialist legal system. And we will move forward to thoroughly 
perfect our socialist legal system. Under the conditions of socialism, there will 
appear extremely small numbers of hostile eluments who view socialism as an enemy 
and wish to destroy it, as well as other criminal elements. We must learn to use 
the weapon of the socialist legal system, struggle against all criminal activity, 
protect the interests of the people, consolidate the people's democratic dictator- 
ship, and build a new, modern, highly democratic, and highly civilized socialist 
China. 


Our socialist society was built on the ruins of feudal and semifeudal, semicolonial 
societies. The infiuence of feudal remrants and bourgeois ideology unavoidably 
still exists. This is the social foundstion which allowed the Lin Biao and Jiang 
Ching counterrevolutionary cliques to rum wild for 10 years, spreading large 
amounts of poison and implementing a feudal, fascist dictatorship. Today, even 
though the Jiang Ching gang has been given the punishment prescribed by law, the 
poison that it spread cannot be brought to an end at once. Since the smashing of 
the “gang of four,” and especially since the Third Plenum of the llth Party Central 
Committee, we have compiled a good record in our efforts to sweep clean the poisons 
that they scattered along each battle line. But leftover poison still remains, 

and once the opportunity arises it will begin to decay and stink in the midst of 
the people and to poison the atmosphere. We absolutely cannot underestimate this 
situation. Communist Party members and leading cadres should be especially 
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conecious of thie and constantly move to resiat the decay brought about by reamant 
feudal thinking and bourgeois ideology. We should clear away the stray poison of 
extreme leftiem that they ecattered, strengthen the party's character, develop 

the party's excellent tradition and workatyle, and wholeheartedly plan for the 
benefit of the people. 


After having achieved this tremendous victory of the sentence passed on the 10 
principal criminale in the Lin Biao, Jiang Ching counterrevolutionary cliques, we 
should not relax our vigilance or forget the lesson taught by 10 years of unrest, 

but must fully cherish the present excellent situation of calm unity. The various 
peoples of the entire province should convert their hatred for the two counter- 
revolutionary cliques into strength, concentrate their energies, arouse their spirits, 
unite in heart and soul, and struggle against hardships in order to thoroughly 
implement the line, principles, and policies of the Third Plenum of the Lith Party 
Central Committee, to advance toward the readjustment of the economy and the stabi- 
ligation of politics, and to realize socialist modernization. We must work resolutely 
to make new contributions. 
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PARTY AND STATE 


LEADERSHIP EXAMPLES, AIDING COMMUNE MEMBERS APPLAUDED 
Down to Basic Level 
Kunming YUNNAN RIBAO in Chinese 14 Feb B81 p 1 


[Comment by Fei Fei [7236 7236]: "Voice of the Many: May All the Leading Cadres 
Do Likewise") 


[Text] A deputy secretary of the party committee of a certain company recently 
spent | month's time to especially go down to the basic-level units to look up 

32 branch members of 10 party branches and chat with them, and thereby discovered 
and solved in time certain problems in the thinking and work of the basic-level 
cadres. Many cadres said excitedly: "We hope more of these chatting activities 
will be engendered in the future!" 


The reaction of these basic-level cadres vividly illustrates the necessity and 
importance of strengthening our ideological and political work. At present, we 
are situated at a turning point when we try to eliminate the old and establish the 
new and when the new and the old are in a state of mutual transition, and many 
comrades feel that within and without the party ideological problems are especially 
humerous among the cadres and masses; if they examine and analyze the situation 
from the point of view of historical materialism, they would really have no cause 
for alarm. But the problem lies in that some of our comrades feel the numerous 
problems on the one hand but often neglect to strengthen their ideological and 
political work on the other hand. In order to strengthen our party leadership, we 
must improve our party leadership, reform the party's workstyle, and strengthen 
our ideologial and political work. If party committees at various levels turn 
daily routines over to the administrative departments and spend their principal 
energy on ideological and political work, they will then have strengthened the 
party's leadership. This way, many knots will be unraveled in time, relations 
between cadres and the masses and between the party and the masses will be further 
improved, and only then can we speak of all above and below working together on the 
construction of the four modernizations with one heart and one mind and in a state 
of stability and unity. May more leading comrades of the party personally take 
up ideological and political work as this deputy secretary of the party committee 
of a certain company did. 
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Strengthening Socialist Ideological Education 
Kunming YUNNAN RIBAO in Chinese 15 Feb 61 p | 


[Report by staff reporter: "Develop Socialist Ideological Education, Adhere to 
Socialiat Path--Kaiyuan County Unified Perception of Basic-level Cadres in the 
Countryside With Spirit of Relevant Central Documents, Promotes Consolidation of 
Collective Economy and Perfection of Production Responsibility System") 


[Text] The Kaiyuan County Committee of the Chinese Communist Party has made a 
point to place ideological and political work in a dominant position and, with 
basic-level cadres in the countryside as ite focus, has broadly launched an educa- 
tional movement to uphold the socialist path, clarify confused thinking, eliminate 
unhealthy emotions, and unify the thinking and perception of commune and production 
brigade cadres under the spirit of relevant central documents in time, and thereby 
promoted the consolidation of the collective economy and the perfection of the 
production responsbility system. 


At the end of autumn last year, the Kaiyuan County Party Committee conducted an 
overall investigation as to the condition of establishing the responsibility system 
in the countryside throughout the county; it discovered that in the first stage 
cadres of some communes and production brigades failed to study the spirit of rel- 
evant central documents seriously when they ,romoted the various production 
responsibility systems, their understanding of those documents therefore proved 
incomplete, their explanation of certain questions put forward by the masses turned 
out to be unclear, and, in respect to the unhealthy emotions regarding the temporary 
appearance of deviation from the socialist orientation and road of collectivization, 
they failed to carry out forthright education, so that some places handled the 
responsibility systems in a “devious” way to the detriment of the collective economy 
and created misunderstanding and confusion in their thinking. This made the county 
party committee realize that only by strengthening its ideological and political 
work toward the commune and production brigade cadres, helping them improve their 
perception, and unifying their thinking under the spirit of relevant central docu- 
ments would it be possible to uphold the socialist orientation, consolidate the 
collective economy, and perfect the production responsibility systems. Consequently, 
the county party committee concentrated in 7 to 10 days to organize the county's 
1,729 commune and production brigade cadres area by area for collective training. 
Closely grasping the focus of fixing output quota for each household, fixing the 
percentage of retained harvest to be delivered to each household, and consolidating 
the collective economy which has affected fairly broad areas in the county and 
aroused rather considerable confusion among the commune members, it carried out an 
education on the four basic principles with upholding the socialist path as its 
main content, and seriously studied the spirit of relevant central documents sen- 
tence by sentence and section by section so as to let all the cadres understand 
clearly that whatever responsibility systems installed must not deviate from the 
socialist path and at any time they must forthrightly maintain the system of 
collective ownership. 


Through this collective training, the thinking of the commune and production 
brigade cadres became unified, their spirit was reinvigorated, and they therefore 
made up their minds to proceed with ideological and political work in order to do 
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a good job in establishing the responsibility systems. At the conclusion of the 
collective training, the county party committee aleo organized 199 cadres from 
county and commune organs to go down to the 27 production brigades with more numer-~ 
ous problems in order to help them launch their ideological and political work and 
establish and perfect their production responsibility systems. Production brigades 
of mountainous areas make up 45 percent of the total of this county; last year, 

the "three-reliance production brigades" which carried out the practice of fixing 
the percentage of retained harvest to be delivered to each household made up 40 
percent of the total number cf production brigades in the whole county. At first, 
among the 298 production brigades which were carrying out the practice of fixing 
the percentage of retained harvest to be delivered to each household only 51 
brigades formally signed the contract on the practice, whereas most brigades onl» 
assigned land and draft animals to each household; the cadres of these latter bri- 
gades also voluntarily "resigned," and when the county and the communes convened 
cadres meetings they also seldom participated. Today, brigade cadres and work 
teams always organize commune members in time to study the relevant central docu- 
ments repeatedly, and check against them to examine whether the practice in their 
respective brigades tallies with the socialist orientation, grasping the practice 
by taking whether or not the collective can guarantee the honoring of the percentage 
of retained harvest as the core of whether or not the collective economy is upheld, 
thereby carrying out the make-up work brigade after brigade in fixing output quota 
for each household, signing the contract, and honoring the percentage of retained 
harvest; they also fix the standards for granting subsidies to cadres and teachers 
of schools run by the local people and preferential care of the “four categories of 
families and five kinds of guarantees." By mid-January this year, there were 
already 259 production brigades which had signed the contract and honored the 
percentage of retained harvest. 


In response to the practice by a part of communes and production brigades which 
departed from their own actualities in rushing headlong into "fixing output quota 
for each household," the county party committee also carried out timely work in 
ideological education. It organized cadres of these production brigades to con- 
scientiously study relevant central documents, guided them to sum up experience and 
lessons and proceed from their own actualities in order to establish the responsi- 
bility systems beneficial to the consolidation of the collective economy. The 
Lower Li Family Production Team of Santaipu Production Brigade, Chengguan Commune, 
is a relatively rich team in the mountainous district; its households are fairly 
concentrated, and its management level is rather high. In August last year, it 
suddenly changed its joint production and reward calculation responsibility system 
into fixing the percentage of retained harvest to be delivered to each household 
because of the iniluence of other teams. Consequently, team cadres all stopped 
working, the diesel generator was turned off, the electric lights went out, and the 
rice and flour milling machines also ceased to operate. The commune party commit- 
tee thereby called together all the team cadres and party members to study 7 full 
days, guide them to look back at the changes in this mountainous village since 
collectivization, thoroughly discuss the superiority of collective economy, and 
thereby enable party members and cadres to find the key to the problem in their 
thinking; the latter thus immediately convened a membership meeting and restored 
the team's group-work, joint production and reward calculation responsibility 
system. As the membership's emotions calmed down, the team's leading group became 
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active again, the generator started to operate anew, electric lights also came on, 
and rice and flour milling machines, too, began to hum, 


On the basis of strengthening its work on ideological education amidst the commune 
and production brigade cadres, the county party committee atrictly followed the 
spirit of relevant central documents and provided its guidance in different cate- 
gories of work according to different management levels, team sizes, and ideological 
foundations of memberships of the county's 706 production teams, and thereby 
gradually established and perfected various forms of the production responsibility 
system. 


Helping Communes Overcome Difficulties 
Kunming YUNNAN RIBAO in Chinese 14 Feb 81 p | 


[Report by Zhou Qingqiang [0719 1987 1730): “Huangpu Commune Party Committee 
Promotes Fine Workstyle and Earnestly Helps Commune Members Overcome Difficulties 
in Their Life™] 


[Text) Recently, the four members of the Huangpu Commune Party Committee in the 
Huangpu District respectively led investigation teams to go to the seven production 
brigades under their jurisdiction to investigate the living conditions of their 
members and help them overcome difficulties in their life. 


Members of the Jiangwei Brigade live a lonely Life on an island where there is no 
school; parents must each day send their children to the school on the opposite 
shore and bring them back. Today, more than 20 school-age children still cannot 

go to school because of such inconvenience in ferrying back and forth. Nor does 
the island have any shops; in order to buy daily amenities members must row a great 
distance in their boats to buy them elsewhere. And the island still has no elec- 
tric lights; a year ago the production teams paid electric lights installation fees 
to the relevant departments, but work on the installation still has not begun. The 
commune's investigation teams submitted reports on these situations to the commune 
party committee, whose secretary Su Jingxian [5685 2529 6513] immediately convened 
the responsible persons of the commune's culture and education office, supply and 
marketing cooperative and electric equipment installation station to study them in 
a meeting so as to bring about quick solutions to the difficulties in the members’ 
life on this island. The commune's culture and education office decided to run a 
double-attendance elementary school on the island and get it started in spring of 
this year; school buildings, teaching personnel and equipment are being planned. 

By early January, the commune's electric equipment installation station had already 
stopped other projects in order to dispatch spared manpower to the island to 
install the Lights there; on the 30th of last month of the lunar year, electricity 
was turned on. Staff and workers of the supply and marketing cooperative are also 
organizing goods in order to open a marketing store on this island and solve the 
difficulties in the members’ purchasing of daily amenities. 


In the past few years, the countryside economy has been developing very fast; 
commune members have built many houses, and housing conditions have thus consider- 
ably improved. But, inthe midst of the investigation, the commune party committee 
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discovered that in the case of a part of these members, because of a lack of 
capital and labor power and because some atill encountered difficulties in pur- 
chasing construction materials, housing remains very crude; members of 88 ho seholds 
still live in huts. For this reason, the commune party committee held two meetings 
in a row to study the situation and decided to ameliorate the housing conditions 

of this part of the membership as soon as possible. The commune has already organ- 
ized special personne! to go out to purchase construction materials, so as to 
provide them on a priority basis to the households encountering such difficulties; 
in the case of families living in dangerous housing and at the same time lacking 
capital and manpower to do maintenance and repair work, the collective undertakes 
to provide such maintenance and repairs. Liang Shuliang [2733 2885 5328) and his 
wife, members of the l0th production team of Hongwei Brigade, are both 70 years 
old; they do not have any children living with them and they are in a rather diffi- 
cult economic situation. Their house is dilapidated; water accumulates on rainy 
days inside the house. After study, the commune party committee and the Hongwei 
brigade party branch decided to have the brigade provide materials and the produc- 
tion team supply labor power, and rebuild the house for the two seniors gratis; 
they are struggling to finish the work before the rainy season. The commune has 
solved housing problems similar to this for five households of members. 


Huangpu Commune has 27 five-guarantee households; this time the investigation teams 
visited all of these households. Seniors of these "five-guarantee” households 
reflected that they live very well and they thank the party and government for 
their care. Certain individuals also made certain requests to the commune, such 

as housing, living expenses, winter clothing, and questions of the like. After 
study, the commune party committee completely met their demands. In the case of 
five-guarantee seniors who cannot look after themselves, the production teams have 
already assigned members to take care of them. Five-guarantee resident Chen Sanmet 
{71'S 0005 1188] of Wencheng Brigade reflected that her housing conditions were no 
good; the production team thereby vacated a brickhouse to let her move in. 


The commune also made a study of the 36 hardship households in the commune; apart 
from giving them appropriate economic subsidies, it was arranged for them to work 
in brigades with higher incomes. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


STRENGTHEN LDEOLOGICAL WORK IN DOING SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
Work of Medical Unit 
Beijing JIAN KANG BAO (HEALTH NEWS) in Chinese 1 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Cai Shanwu [5591 0810 2976): "Carry Out Scieucific Research; Strengthen 
Ideological-Political Work" ] 


[Text] The leading cadres of a certain medical institute of the Air Force per- 
sisted in going to the frontline, carried out scientific research, strengthened 
ideological-political work, helped the personnel of scientific research solve 
their problems, and accelerated the progress of scientific research work. 


In 1980, this institute had 18 research assignments to complete. The number of 
assignments was unprecedented. At the very beginning, the leading persons immediate- 
ly went down to the research office and specific sections, aroused enthusiasm among 
the research personnel, and, together with them, discussed plans for implementation 
and made closer ties wit' cooperating units, thus overcoming such past practices 

as procrastination in planning and too many obstacles in the implementation of plans, 
and promptly solved problems which emerged in the course of studying the implemen- 
tation of plans. 


On the frontline of scientific research, the leading members of the institute's 
party committee persisted in doing ideological-political work well and promptly 
solved problems as soon as such problems were discovered. For instance, at the 
research section on the specific topic of rip-cord dynamic-load [7030 0270 0520 
6528 5082] tolerance limitation in the No 4 research office, the members of the 
section could not reach a unanimous understanding of the research plan, and for 
a while there were signs of disunity. Ten the members of the party committee 
sat down with the office cadres, gave play to democracy, and helped everyone reach 
a common understanding. Political Commissar Meng Tao [1322 3447] and Deputy 
Political Commissar Liu Xigeng [0491 0823 1649] spoke privately to some of them 
on many occasions, made them understand in good time, and finally assured the 
smooth progress of the research work. 











PLA Forum 
Beijing JIAN KANG BAO (HEALTH NEWS) in Chinese 1 Feb 81 p 2 


[Article by Sun Shiwen [1327 0013 2429): "Four Ways To Strengthen Ideological- 
Political Work") 


[Text] Recently, the party committee of PLA Hospital 219 held a forum of cadres 
of political work and called upon them to cope with the development of the situa- 
tion, search for new methods, sum up new experiences, and further do a good job 
of ideological-political work among the hospital's cadres and soldiers. 


The forum emphasized that it is necessary to conduct the hospital's ideological- 
political work in the following four ways: 


l. Persist in dialectics; never engage in one-sidedness. These political work 
cadres pointed out: Though we emphasized the study of dialectics for many years, 
frequently there was one-sidedness in our work, and this expressed itself in vacil- 
lating now to the left, now to the right. By emphasizing vocational affairs and 
technology, we placed ideological-political work in an unessential position. We 
advocated acting according to economic means, as if punishment could replace all 
administrative work. If such one-sidedness is not eliminated, and we go to 
extremes and vacillate too greatly, people will have no faith in us. 


4. Persist in persuasion; never use administrative orders. There are cadres and 
soldiers who do not understand the current situation and new policies, who have 
different views, and who do not agree. This is normal. In dealing with them, we 
must patiently guide them to gradually reach a common understanding. In some cases 
it is difficult to reach a common understanding at once. We should not force them 
to do so, but can continue to discuss. Just as in flood prevention, we should 
dredge the waterways instead of blocking them up. The waterways give free passage. 
If they are blocked up, there is bound to be flooding. 


3. Persist in solving practical problems; never engage in empty talk. Some 
comrades have ideological problems because they cannot solve their practical 
problems. We must help them with our best efforts to solve their practical prob- 
lems, and to solve their ideological problems while solving their practical prob- 
lems. Some of their problems cannot be solved at once. We must explain clearly 
the reasons, ask them to understand the difficulties of the party and the govern- 
ment, and take the situation as a whole into consideration. We should not neglect 
what the documents say. 


4. Persist in making one's actions match one's words; never «.t by and talk about 
ethics. Leading organs and leading cadres must do as they say, and set themselves 
as examples. Political work cadres should be particularly courageous and come 
forward to take over difficult tasks. They must share the party's cares and bur- 
dens, stand out before any difficulties, solve all contradictions, and make them- 
selves experts or specialists in ideological-political work in this new era. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SECURITY 


IMPORTANCE OF EDUCATION, TRAINING OF MILITARY STRESSED 
Taiyuan SHANXI RIBAO in Chinese 24 Jan 81 p 1 


[Article by Fan Qiuhuai [2868 4428 2037]: "Politically Maintain Unconditional 
Unanimity With the Party Central Committee") 


[Text] From 10 to 18 January, the Shanai Provincial Military District held a 
meeting on training work which was attended by the leaders of units at regimental 
and higher levels. The meeting transmitted the spirit of the whole army's meeting 
on training, the meeting of the institutes of education and the Beijing Military 
District's meeting on training work, summed up the work of our provincial military 
district in 1980 in military training, politics, culture and education, administra- 
tion and management, science and technology and renovation, and arranged various 
education and training work tasks for 1981. 


When the meeting began, political commissars Zheng Xiaofeng [6774 2400 1496] and 
Wang Bichen [3769 1732 5256] explained the relevant documents of the CCP Central 
Committee, Vice Commander Zhang Zhaoyuan [1728 3564 6678] spoke about ways of 
doint a good job in training work, and Political Commissar Li Bude [2621 1580 1795} 
made a speech on strengthening education, doing a good job of political and ideo- 
logical work in training, and improving the style of leadership. Li said that 
this is a year of great significance for the political life of our party and our 
country, and we must thoroughly carry out the education of the party's line, prin- 
ciples and policies so as to help the broad commanders and fighters politically 
maintain unconditional unanimity with the Party Central Committee. Commander Geng 
Shuming [5105 3219 2494] made the concluding speech on the question of how to 
carry out "talking education and training as the focus and making preparations 

for fighting a war" in militia work. He called upon the leadership at all levels 
to put education and training in the place of strategy, do their best efforts, 
grasp their work seriously and in a down-to-earth manner, and achieve practical 
results. 


At the conclusion of the meeting, Huo Shilian [7202 1102 1670], first secretary 

of the provincial party committee and first secretary of the provincial military 
dis.rict's party committee, came to the meeting and spoke. He pointed out: At 
present, the central work of the whole province is to further make a success of 
economic readjustment. All other work should defer to this central task and be 
subordinated to it. We must further implement the party's various policies in 
order to arouse the enthusiasm of all quarters. We must strengthen the contingent 
of cadres and safeguard the political situation of stability and unity. The lead- 
ership at all levels must improve the style of leadership, overcome bureaucratism, 
show concerr for the welfare of the masses, and conduct ideological work thoroughly 
and carefully. 
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With regard to militia work, Comrade Huo Shilian said: At present in the rural 
areas, a system of job responsibility for production is in force. Therefore, in 
militia work we must act according to the new conditions, study the new problems, 
and sum up the new experiences. We must carry out investigation and study the 
new problems, and sum up the new experiences. We must carry out investigation 
and study, proceed from reality, and make rational arrangements. We must teach 
the broad militiamen and make them see that the elements of war are still growing. 
Soviet social imperialism has not given up its intention to destroy us, and we 
must be well prepared against a war of aggression. 


From beginning to end, this meeting displayed extensive democracy, drew on collec- 
tive wisdom, and absorbed all useful ideas. It was a lively meeting. The meet- 
ing popularized the experiences of the people's armed forces departments of 
Dingxiang and Xiaoyi counties in militia work; this enlightened all people who 
were present at the meeting on ways to accomplish militia work under the new 
situation. All comrades at the meeting agreed unanimously that this meeting helped 
them further enhance their understanding of the strategic status of the work of 
education and training, to become clear about the strategic policy of future 
operations and about the direction and tasks of training work, and to strengthen 
their faith in making a success of the work of education and training. 
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MILITARY AND PUBLIC SEBCURLTY 





SHANXL PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT PRAISES, EXHORTS ARMY 
Taiyuan GHAIKT RIBAO in Chinese 24 Jan 81 p 1 


[Article: "Strengthen Army-Government and Army-People Unity To Contribute to 
the Safeguarding of the Four Modernizations") 


[Text] Recently, the Shanxi Provincial People's Government sent out letters to 
convey its greetings and appreciation to all commanders and fighters of the Shanxi 
Provincial Military District and army units stationed in Shanxi Province, and to 
all members of revolutionary martyrs’ families, members of armymen's families, 
disabled revolutionary armymen, and demobilized and retired armymen. These letters 
state: 


Comrades: 


The Spring Festival of 1981 has come. in this happy festival time of new spring, 
and on behalf of the 24 million people of this province, we wish to offer you our 
festival greetings and to express our sincere appreciation! 


In the past year the people of our province, under the leadership of the Party 
Central Committee, have earnestly carried out the line, principles and policies of 
the party since the Third Plenary Session of the Lith Party Central Committee, 
further purged the evil influence of the ultraleft Line promoted by the counter- 
revolutionary clique of Lin Biao and Jian Qing, and implemented the eight-charac- 
ter policy for the readjustment of the national economy. The development of the 
political and economic situation is very good, and fairly good results have been 
achieved on all fronts. In agricultural production, in spite of serious drought 
and other natural disasters, all principal economic crops showed increased output 
because we enforced the party's various policies in the rural areas and carefully 
arranged the proportion of cultivation of various crops according to local condi- 
tions. An encouraging change has taken place throughout the rural areas. In 
industrial production, we maintained a certain rate of growth. Particularly, 

the production of light industries increased on a fairly large scale. Urban and 
rural markets flourished. The great majority of people improved their living 
conditions to some extent. New development nad improvements were also made in 
science, education, and cultural enterprises. 


All commanders and fighters of the PLA in action in our province have earnestly 
followed the party's line, principles and policies since the third Plenary Session 
of the lith Party Central Committee, carried forward the revolutionary tradition 
of the people's army, kept us the fine virtue of serving the people heart and soul, 
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and, in the course of readjustment, restructuring, consolidation and improvement, 
positively supported the localities in carrying out the four modernigations, fur- 
thermore, in protectiig the peace and security of society, in rushing to deal with 
emetgencies and helping the people to tide over natural disasters, and in helping 
the people to alleviate poverty and become well-to-do, they have made new contribu- 
tions, 


The families of martyrs and armymen, the revolutionary disabled armymen, and the 
demobilized and retired armymen have treasured their revolutionary good name, car- 
ries out various policies and laws and decrees in an exemplary manner, made per— 
sistent efforts, united themselves with the masses of people, fought amid hardships, 
devoted themselves to production, and enjoyed the love and esteem of the broad 
masses of people. 


Comrades, our country is at present in a great historical period of transition. 
The political situation and economic stiuation in the whole country are both 
very good. In spite of the fact that we are faced with many difficulties, if we 
are dedicated heart and soul to the common cause and enhance our vigor, we can 
certainly overcome all difficulties and continue to go forward. Our cause has 

4 great future and is full of promise. 


Under the new situation, we are faced with the arduous task of further readjusting 
vui national economy, and we must realize fully the heavy responsibility on our 
own shoulders. This calls on us to consciously persist in the four basic princi- 
ples, to firmly be 'teve the correct leadership of the Party Central Committee, and 
politically to act in unison with the Party Central Committee. We must have lofty 
ideals and unshakable faith; we must display our revolutionary spirit of unself- 
ishness by serving the interests of the whole, by fighting amid hardships, by 
working herd for the prosperity of our country, and by fearing neither hardships 
nor death; we must strengthen the discipline of our organization; and we must 
establish the high morality of communism. We must safeguard and cherish a politi- 
cal situation of stability and unity, further strengthen army-government and army- 
people unity, and wage struggles against all thoughts and acts that are harmful to 
the fundamental interests of the party and the people. 


Comrades, in this new year we must, under the guidance of the Party Central Commit- 
tee's correct line, principles and policies, carry forward the glorious tradition 
of army-government and army-people unity, heighten our vigilance, strengthen our 
preparation against war, have full faith, surmount every difficulty, and make new 
contributions to the safeguarding of the four modernizations. 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


FIVE RECOMMENDATIONS FOR CONTROLLING CHINA'S POPULATION GROWTH GIVEN 
Beijing RENKOU YANJTU in Chinese No 3 Oct 80 pp 1-5 


[Article by Liu Zheng [0491 6927], Wu Cangping (6762 3318 5493] and Lin Pude 
[2651 1381 1795): "Five Recommendations for Controlling Population Growth in China") 


[Text] Editorial Note: This research report wae written in 
March 1979. We are now publishing its full text in the belief 
that some materials in this report can be used for reference 
in the study of the present and future conditions of our popu- 
lation. Some changes in the wording have been made by us. 


I. Growth of Our Population after Liberation Analyzed 


At the time of liberation in 1949, we had a population of 540 million (not including 
the Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan compatriots and the overseas Chinese. Same as 
follows:) By the end of 1978, the number was estimated to be 960 million, including 
600 million born after liberation. These 600 million amount to 63 percent of the 
960 million and is close to the present population of India, three times that of the 
United States, six times that of Japan, or two and a half times that of the Soviet 
tnhion. The net population increase in the past 29 years (the number of births minus 
the number of deaths) was 420 million, a 79 percent increase over that of 1949, with 
an average increase of 2 percent each year. If the large decline in the rate of 
population growth during the 3 years of difficulties and the past 5 years were not 
taken into account, then the rate of natural growth was around 2.5 percent in many 
years, the highest in a single year being 3.35 percent. From 1966 to 1971, the 
average growth rate each year was as high as 2.6 percent, or an average increase of 
20 million people, which is equivalent to the population of Romania or Yugoslavia, 
each year. In view of the backward economy and technology, the rapid growth of our 
population has brought many difficulties to our national economy as shown by the 
following facts: 


(1) The excessive growth and the excessive speed in the growth of population bs 
added to the burden of the state and the people. 


The standard of living of our people is low, and the cost for bringing up a child 
util he becomes a full-fledged worker is by no means high. Nevertheless, to bring 
up the 600 million children born after liberation in our country has become a heavy 
burden for the state and the families concerned. According to our calculations, 
bringing up an infant to the age of 16 (including his education in elementary and 
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middle schools) to be an able-bodied worker is 1,600 yuan in the countryside, 4,800 
yuan in a middle-size city or town, and 6,900 yuan in a large city. Based on the 
ratio between our urban and rural populations (87 percent in the countryside, 4,2 
percent in middle-size cities or towns and 8.6 percent in large cities,) and accord- 
ing to these rates, the state, collectives and individual families have to bear a 
combined burden of more than 1,000 billion yuan in bringing up the 600 million 
people born after liberation. (This was the actual amount spent on bringing up all 
those born between 1949 and 1962, part of those born before Liberation from 1933 to 
1948, but not part of those born between 1963 and 1978. Those born before libera- 
tion and after 1962 are supposed to offset each other. We made these calculatior 
on the assumption that they all attended elementary and middle schools, which m 

not be correct.) This amount is equal to about 30 percent of the aggregate national 
income after liberation. The state and the collectives have to share nearly 30 
percent of this amount, and the individual families have to bear more than 70 per- 
cent. According to this proportion, the state and the collectives have to spend 
296 billion yuan in bringing up 600 million people, and thie amount is equivalent 

to one-third of the total accumulations in the 28 years after liberation. The 
families’ spending should be more than double this amount. These figures are based 
on the minimum standard of Living, and does not include the spendings on the means 
of production and other technical equipment for the new labor force participating in 
production, or the spendings on their university education or technical training. 


(2) The excessive growth and excessive speed in the growth of population make it 
difficult to provide jobs for the Labor torce. 


Except for the 3 years of difficulties after liberation, an average of approximately 
20 million babies were born each year. In many years, the number of births was 
more than 25 million. Apart from those attending schools, those who died and those 
who are crippled and unfit for work, 95 percent of them, or approximately 20 million 
people, have to be given jobs. This number is larger than any of those of the First 
and Second World countries, and has become quite a heavy burden. 


Based on a standard outlay of 10,000 yuan for the technical equipment for each in- 
dustrial worker in our country (and this is a very conservative estimate, because in 
the United States, the equipment costs 90,000 dollars for a farmer and 45,000 dol- 
lars for a worker in the manufacturing business) some 10 billion yuan worth of newly 
increased fixed assets are required in providing jobs for 1 million people in the 
cities. In 1952-1977, the annual increase of fixed assets in our country was mostly 
between 10 billion and 20 billion yuan. Although we have now more than 20 billion 
yuan worth of newly increased fixed assets each year, we must not forget that a por- 
tion of this amount has to be used on improving the technical equipment of the old- 
timers, and what could be used on the newcomers is quite limited. Experiences over 
many years have proved that our country can at most employ approximately 2 million 
new workers a year. To solve the employment problem, we have to vigorously develop 
collective undertakings. By the end of 1977, there were nearly 1° million intellec- 
tual youths, who had been sent to the countryside and had not yet returned to the 
cities, while several millions of others were waiting for employment in the cities. 
This shows how the rapid increase of our population in the past has created the dif- 
ficult problem of employment. 


It is obvious that 90 percent of the work force newly increased each year has to 
work in the countryside, and this leads to the contradiction between our large 
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population and the scarcity of cultivated land and between the huge work force and 
agricultural mechanization. China has an area of 9.6 million square kilometers and 
only 10 percent of it is arable. As the old saying goes, "70 percent of it is moun- 
tains; 20 percent is water surface; and only 10 percent is cultivated land." In 

the early post-liberation period, there was 1.6 million mu of cultivated land, being 
one-half of the acreage in the United States, two-thirds of that of India, and work- 
ing out to an average of only 3 mu for each person, The present cultivated land 

has now been reduced to lease than 1.5 billion mu, and the per capita acreage can 
only be 1.55 mu. Even among the agricultural population, each person can have only 
5 mu, and thie is the smallest acreage for the agricultural force in the world, 

Even in Japan where the average per capita arable land is only 0.7 mu, each peasant 
still has 13 mu of cultivated land, while each farmer in the United States has near- 
ly 1,000 mu. The ratio between China and the United States is nearly 1:200, The 
scarcity of cultivated land for the huge agricultural force is an .mportant cause 

of the low agricultural labor productivity in our country. The wastelaid, though 
reclaimable, has poor potential, and heavy investments are required for its exploita- 
tion. Therefore, this is no easy task. If we overlook our population growth, it 
will certainly be impossible for the reclamation of wasteland to keep pace with it. 
.ader the present circumstances, we cannot place our hope on the reclamation of 
wasteland as a solution to our population problem. 


Employment of the newly increased work force each year in the countryside will lead 
to the problem of agricultural mechanization, because, with such a huge reserve 
agricultural work force, people may prefer the use of backward hand tools in produc- 
tion to mechanization and modernization. I. stead of helping raise agricultural 
labor productivity, it will run counter to the principles of agricultural moderniza~- 
tion. 


(3) The failure of clothing, food, housing and education to keep pace with the 
fast growing population is one of the causes for the slow improvement of our people's 
material and cultural life. 


From the time of Liberation to the end of 1977, nearly one half of the total con- 
sumption funds were used in meeting the basic needs of Life among the 600 million 
people born after liberation. This can only mean a severe restriction on the use 
of funds for raising the standard of living for the original population as well as 
the entire population. This restriction is shown by the very low level of food, 
clothing, housing, culture and education for our people, and the difficulty in 
raising this level. In some respects, it has even declined. 





Soon after Liberation, our grain output was only 226.4 billion jin, working out to 

an average of 428 jin per head. In 1977, the total grain output reached 570 billion 
jin which represented a 2.5-fold increase and a progressive increase of 3.3 percent 
each year. This annual increase was 2 percent more than the annual population growth. 
Therefore, the average amount of grain per head of 598 jin in 1977 was 40 percent 
higher than that of the early post-liberation period. This is an eloquent proof of 
the raised standard of living for our people after liberation. Yet compared with 
1956, the per capita output of grain in 1977 actually declined a little, meaning 

that the rate of population growth was faster than that of grain output after 1956. 


The per capita output of cotton has been increased a great deal as compared with the 
early post-liberation period. However, if we count from 1956 to 1977, we can see 


that there was basically no increase. 
42 














The situation of oil-bearing plants is not se good as those of grain and cotton, 
because it was about the same as that of the early post=liberation years. Compared 
with that of 1956, the output wae much lees. 


The housing problem is even more acute because of the rapid population growth and 
the scarcity and slow progress of housing projects. According to the statietice 
of 1977, the average floor space occupied by each person in 190 cities wae only 
3.6 square meters, a reduction of 0.9 square meters from the 4.5 square meters of 
the early post~-liberation period, In some cities or regions, the per capita floor 
apace wae only 2 square meters, 


The rapid growth of population has seriously hampered the rise of the nation's 
scientific, cultural and technological levels because of the tremendous strain from 
the huge number of births after liberation on the elementary and middle schools. 
The number of students increased year after year and since the beginning of the 
1970's, there have been enrollments of 20-30 million students in the elementary 
schools and more than 10 million in the middle schools each year. By the end of 
1977, there were more than 100 million elementary echool etudents and several tens 
of millions of middle school students. We can anticipate that for some time to 
come, the number of elementary school students will remain over 100 million and that 
of middle school students will gradually increase to 100 million or even more. We 
have only limited appropriation for education, and the increase on expenses for 
elementary and middie schools will inevitably reduce those for institutions of 
higher learning and restrict the training program for university students. There 
are only 6.5 university students among every 10,000 people in our country, and this 
number is the emallest in the world. In the United States, there are 456; in Japan 
and the Soviet Union, 185; and even in India, 37, which is several times ours. The 
rapid increase of population has handicapped our historical mission os raising our 
scientific, cultural and technological levels. 


The abovementioned difficulties were mainly attributed to the prolonged failure on 
our part to shift the focus of work to socialist construction. Yet it cannot be 
denied that our rapid growth of population was also one of the important causes. 

Had we started to control our population growth in 1957, with a progressive reduc- 
tion of 1.63 per thousand as we did after 1971, then the population in 1978 would 
not have exceeded 810 million, which is 150 million less than our present population. 
Then our difficulties would have been greatly reduced. Had we vigorously controlled 
the population growth following the formation of the organizations in charge of 
family planning and reduced the growth rate by 1.63 per thousand each year, our 
present population would be only 880 million or 80 million less than what it actually 
is. Based on the number of 810 million, the average per capita cultivated land will 
be 1.85 mu; the average amount of grain per head will be 700 jin; and the average 
amount of cotton will be 5 jin. The number of elementary and middle school students 
will be 70-80 million less; the state and the collectives can reduce their expendi- 
tures by 100 billion yuan; and the number of people waiting for jobs would be re- 
duced by several rillions or 10 million each year. The present economic conditions 
for the state as well as for the individuals should be better. 


Il. Several Estimates on the Future Prospects of Our Population Development 


The scope and speed of reproduction in population are affected by the age factor 
and the structure of population, which are in turn determined by the process of 
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reproduction in the past. Therefore, we should recognize the objective realities of 
history, abide by the objective laws, and provide guidance according to the circum- 
stances in controlling population growth. 


(1) The prospect of continued vigorous growth hereafter. 


From the time of Liberation to the end of 1978, 600 million people were born and are 
atill Living. These people have gradually reached the marriageable age since the 
early 1970's. If each couple has two children, then from the 1970's to the end of 
the century, these 600 million people, born after liberation, will give birth to an- 
other 600 million children. This is a vigorous growth. 


|, If the present population of 960 million will continue to grow at the progressive 
rate of 2 percent each year as it did from the time of liberation up to now, it will 
reach the 1,48 billion mark by the turn of the century. If we calculate at the 
progressive rate of 2.6 percent, which has been the rate of growth from 1966 to 1971, 
then there will be 1.7 billion by the turn of the century. 


2. If we calculate at the rate of planned parenthood which is now being promoted, 
whereby only 30 percent of the rural population and 10 percent of the urban popula- 
tion will have more than two children for each couple, then the net increase each 
year will still be more than 10 million, and by the end of the century, the total 
will be close to 1.3 MUIon. 


3. If each couple has two children, then by 1980, the rate of natural population 
growth will decline to less than 1 percent. However, by 1985, the population will 
still be more than 1 billion (1.03 billion), and by the turn of the century will be 
limited to 1.2 billion. It will continue to grow in the early 21st century until 
2026, when the population will reach 1.32 billion, and then brought to a standstill. 
In other words, in another 48 years, the population will be brought to a standstill 
(with neither increase nor decrease. Same as follows.) 


(2) Long sustained efforts are required to bring the population to a standstill. 


We have a huge population and 1 percent increase each year will mean an increase of 
10 million people. Furthermore, in the early 1990's, the growth will gather mo- 
mentum, and based on the present level of birth, the net growth rate will certainly 
be more than 1 percent each year. Even though we can limit the growth at only 1 
percent, our population will be increased by more than 0.2 billion by the turn of 
the century. Therefore, further efforts are required to reduce the rate of growth, 
or, it at all possible, to bring it to a standstill, although this cannot be ac- 
complished in the near future. 


For the immediate preventi a of any population growth, we can only afford to have 

6 or 7 million births each year. However, in the next 20 or 30 years, an average 

of about 20 million people will be of marriageable age each year, meaning that there 
will be mor 10 million newly married couples each year. Under such conditions, 
it would be ssible to insist that couples married earlier will give no more birth 
at all, and only approximately two-thirds of the newly married ones are allowed to 
have only one child. The growth of the world population is now slowing dow; there 
is even decreased population in some countries. In England and France, for example, 
the average number of children for each couple is only two. Such an achievement is 


44 








possible only after decades or even a century of reduced birth rate. In Japan dur- 
ing the 1940's, there was an average of two children for each couple, and this birth 
rate is amoug the lowest in the world. Yet its population is still growing at the 
rate of approximately 1 percent each year, and it will not be until the 2200's when 
it will be brought to a standstill after hitting the 140 million mark. From this, 
we can see that the control of birth at a low growth rate or at a zero growth rate 
cannot be accomplished overnight. The proportion of young people and people of 
marriageable age is quite high in our country, and the birth rate has already been 
brought from the peak rate of 40 per thousand down to 20 per thousand, Therefore, 
the job of lowering the rate and bringing the population to a standstill calle for 
long sustained efforts. Like a car driving at full speed, it cannot be brought to 
a sudden halt. It must first slow down before making a complete stop. 


Now a fairly practical method is: Try every possible means to prevent each couple 
from having three or more children (more than 30 percent of the rural and 10 percent 
of the urban populations are having three or more children), and vigorously en- 
courage people to have only one child. Then by the end of the century, it may be 
possible for half of the families in the cities and one-fourth of the families in 
the countryside to have only one child. According to this plan, population growth 
will be maintained at the rate of 0.9-1 percent in the next 10 or 20 years, and by 
the end of the century, the rate of growth may be brought down to 0.47 percent. By 
that time, the total population will be around 1.18 billion. If, by the end of the 
century, it will be possible for half of the families in the countryside and two- 
thirds of the families in the cities to have only one child, then, by 2008, when the 
population will be slightly more than 1.2 billion, it will be possible for the pop- 
ulation to come to a standstill. Though the population by the end of the century 
under this plan is less than the 1.2 billion, envisaged under the tiird plan men- 
tioned above, by only about 20 million, and the difference does not seem to be 
significant, it will be possible to bring the population to a standstill 18 years 
earlier, and the highest population in our country (at the time of a standstill), 
will be 120 million less. This is a big difference. 


According to this plan, our country will not be faced with the problem of labor 
power or military manpower shortage in the next 20-30 years, because by the end 

of the century, there will still be a net increase of 11 million people for the work 
force. Ever though there will be no further population growth in the 2lst century, 
the labor force will still increase by several millions. The number of people of 
military service age (the males of 18-22 years of age) will constantly remain to be 
approximately 5 percent of the population, and at more than 53 million. 


The prohibition of three births and the encouragement of one birth, though a fairly 
practical plan for rapidly bringing down the rate of our population growth, cannot 
be practiced indefinitely. The reason is that if only one half of the families will 
have only one child and the other half will have only two children, the populat ion 
will become old in the early 2lst century. Therefore, before the end of the 20th 
century, we will have to study the prospects of population afresh in the light of 
realities then existing. 


III. Five Recommendations tor Controlling Population Growth in China 
In addition to science and technology, the problem of population growth is also an 


important one in the accomplishment of the four modernizatione. The control of 
population growth is now our urgent task. We are of che opinion that in order to 
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control population growth, we must uphold the pr‘uciple of integrating political 
and ideological education with economic measures, and at the same time adopt forceful 
organizational measures as follows: 


(1) The development of population is mainly regulated by economic factors. Families 
conetitute the decisive factor of births, and since every family is a consumer unit, 
the parents have to decide on the number of children according to their means of 
living and their future security. Therefore, all economic measures for controlling 
the population should help in the improvement of the family's present living condi- 
tions and enable the families without any children, with only one child, or with only 
a daughter but no son, to overcome their real hardship in order that they will not 
have to suffer permanently because of having not enough children, Thus we must re- 
sort to economic measures in solving such problems as "raieing sons to provide for 
one's old age" and “a son is better than a daughter" ideas. It is recommended that 
aside from measures that help promote family planning with respect to employment, 
welfare measures, regular leave, grain ration, wage scales, bonus, medical facilities, 
retirement age, retirement regulations, childcare facilities and school admission, 
we should also give full play to the superiority of the socialist system by practic- 
ing a social security system in order that aged people can spend their remaining 
years in comfort. At the same time, welfare measures should be vigorously instituted 
with preferential treatment to families without children, with only one child, or 
with only one daughter and no son. 





(2) Ideological education should be continued on the further control of population. 
While economic measures are necessary as a means of control, experience has proved 
that they are not the only measures, and that they are not omnipotent. Therefore, 
we should not have a blind faith in economic means for the control of popuiation. 
The population policies of foreign countries have also proved that economic means 
alone cannot achieve the desired end. The funds we can allocate for family planning 
projects are limited, and if the effects produced by material incentive or material 
saction are negligible, economic means for the control of population cannot play a 
very important role. Therefore, it is necessary to give play to the superiority of 
the socialist system in our country, and adopt the method of persuasive education 
which has proved to be effective in the past. We should clearly explain the reasons 
for population control in order that the broad masses will willing practice family 
planning. It is recommended that propaganda work be energetically carried out on 
the significance of population control and, at the same time, the knowledge of 
demography should be popularized by adding the subject on the laws of population de- 
velopment and the planned development of population to the political classes of 
middle schools, and including the monograph "The Relationship between Population and 
Economic Developments” in the curriculum of political economy for universities. By 
popularizing this knowledge, people throughout the country, and particularly the 
leading comrades will understand that there are laws for population development and 
that violation of these laws will bring punishment; that it take a very long t ime 
to adjust the excess or shortage of population even after the appearances of their 
symptoms; and that study of the population problem demands far-sightedness so that 
precautionary measures can be taken before it is too late! 


(3) The control of population growth should be included in national economic plans, 
and such control should be treated as an important link in the h.gh speed develop- 
ment of national economy. The leadership at various levels should understand that 
this matter cannot be taken light]: simply because in a certain year, the growth 
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rate may not be high and its impact on tie economy may not be heavy. They must be 
aware that in 5 or 10 years, the aggregate increase of population can produce pro- 
found effects on economic development. The planning departments at various levels 
should take the matter of population targets seriously instead of treating it ae some 
“soft job." We suggeat that among the targeta to be examined in planning, there 
shoul’ be, aside from the rate of natural population growth, also some average tar- 
gets based on the population, such as the average per capita grain output and the 
average amount of commodity grain per head, the average net income for each peasant, 
the average consumption floor space, and national income for each person (or the 
gross and net industrial and agricultural output value) and so forth. 


(4) Giving birth to three children must be strictly prohibited and the couples 
should be encouraged to have only one child. The key to the lowering of the natural 
growth rate of population lies in reduced births or reduced birth rate. At present, 
30 percent of the population are giving two many births, and if we can control the 
practice of giving three births, we can reduce the natural growth of population by a 
wide margin. We have to strongly encourage people to have only one child in order 
to quickly lower the natural growth rate of population. 


(5) Since the establishment of the organizations in charge of family planning, great 
success has been achieved in population control. At the reduction rate of 1.63 per 
thousand since 1971, the rate of natural population growth has been reduced by one 
half. This speed of reduction in population control is unprecedented, and was even 
faster than the reduction in Japan during the 1950's. However, this work must be 
kept up for a lone time. Leadership over this work, now being entrusted to the 
Leading Group for Family Planning and its organizations in charge seems to be only 
an expedient measure. Therefore, we recommend that a Family Planning Commission be 
created to take overall charge of population development, to work out population 
plans, to implement population policies, to conduct investigations and study on the 
population problem and to sum up the experiences of population development in our 
country. 


21 March 1979 
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SOCIOLOGICAL, EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


REWARDS, DANGERS IN INNOVATIVE LITERARY APPROACHES NOTED 
Beijing RENMIN RIBAO in Chinese 11 Feb 81 p 5 
{Article by Feng Mu [7458 3668): "The Question of Innovations in Literature"] 


(Text) Synopsis: Earnestly improve the quality of art. This is a very urgent 
issue at present. With respect to courageous exploration and diligent practice 

on the part of writers, we must adopt an attitude of enthusiastic support and 
demonstrate an attitude of approval and assistance. But there are many things 
which we cannot abandon--such as realism, model personalities, typical environment, 
etc. It is incorrect to entertain the view that literature should not serve any- 
thing in particular. Literature must serve the people and must serve socialism. 

It is inevitable that some differences will occur over the question of innovation 
in literature; such differences should be solved under the guidance of a common 
orientation and goal and through comradely discussions. [End of synopsis] 


The results of our literary creations over the past 4 years have been tremendous; 
they have helped turn a new page in the history of our literature. Writers have 
made delightful contributions in reflecting life in history. After the smashing 

of the “gang of four," the vast ranks of the masses have made one demand upon 

our literature: apart from continuing to devote ourselves to the reflection of the 
realistic life of our state and our nation and doing our best to have contradictions 
in our social life ever more profoundly reflected in our works, we are at the same 
time expected to achieve a breakthrough, a great development, in our artistic 
creations. After 4 years of practice, today another new issue is again being 
raised; that is, we must do our best to improve the quality of our art. I feel 
this is a very urgent question that we face today; it has to do with whether or not 
our art and literature can continue to develop and continue to achieve new pros- 
perity, whether or not our creative efforts can be genuinely pushed toward a new 
peak, and whether or not we can make our creative works the common spiritual wealth 
of our 900 million people and at the same time the common spiritual wealth of the 
people of the whole world, to be acknowledged by them and be enjoyed by them. 
Facing such a new situation, many writers are carrying out courageous exploration 
and diligent practice and are achieving results. How should these results be 
treated? Some praise them too much, while others belittle them too much. I feel 
that you may like them or you may dislike them; this is by no means the most im- 
portant thing. What is important is that people are carrying out diligent and 
courageous exploration. In regard to such exploration and experimentation, and 

to the enthusiasm and confidence that people have demonstrated, the only correct 
attitude on our part is to adopt an attituce of enthusiastic support and to 
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demonstrate an attitude of approval and assistance. The reason 1 put it this way 
is because | think our present literary creations, especially our creations in 
poetry and songs, are genuinely groping and exploring a new path for advancement 
through practice. 


Recently, | saw some poems written by young comrades. These young poets have 
carried out courageous exploration and creative experimentation with respect 
to artistic forms, longing to pursue new forms of expression. Such an explorative 
and creative spirit is no doubt delightful. But I think these new forms should 
tally with the psychological condition of our present society and should be even 
more suited to reflecting our own era. Some comrades have put forward certain pro- 
positions, such as an attempt to find such a form that it may be free from the 
constraints of realism, model personalities and typical environments, and that it 
should be three-dimensional, symphonic, comprehensive, multisequential, etc. 
They think that it is no longer adequate to describe our rich social life, to 
express and reflect the complicated and complex contradictions that have appeared 
in our realistic life, and to convey the psychological conditions and ideological 
and emotional conditions in which modern men found themselves after such sharp 
and complicated historical struggles by the realist form of art--the traditional 
form of art. It is not necessary to deny that in the development of art some 
forms would at times appear to be obsolete, but I still dare not to agree perfunc- 
torily with the remedies certain young writers have prescribed for the solution 
of these contradictions at present. 


I think the realist method of creation and the materialist theory of cognition 

are consistent with each other. Abandoning realism is not different from abandon- 
ing dialectical materialism. Of course, a writer may adopt a romantic approach 

or a realist approach; you may even adopt a somewliat symbolic approach, like that 
adopted in the works of Kafka, which combine a realistic description with a 
symbolic approach; your works will be of social significance as long as they are 
well written. As for the well-known Western writers and poets, we of course can- 
not take the attitude of neglect or rash negation; these include painters of the 
so-called impressionist school, the cubist school, etc., who should not be lightly 
depreciated. But all lifestyles, all ideas, all fine conceptualizations of gifted 
writers, and all arts must find the form most suitable to the reflection of the 
given object to reflect it, and such a most suitable form does exist and can be 
found. Naturally, this should not be simple imitation or plagiarism. Such an 

art form is determined by the idea and topic it refelcts. If we should even 

deny the fact that content is of primary importance and form is determined by con- 
tent, then it would actually be impossible for us to create really new and beauti- 
ful forms. 


Today, not a few young writers are inclined to adopt the view that literary works 
should not be shackled by the norms of any realism. I think that negating the 
norms of realism as shackles is rather incorrect. But we need not worry, either, 
Since our era has developed to such a point; a new lifestyle requires new writers 
to surge forth, and new writers need to search for the new forms deeply sensed by 
them. Is there anything strange about all this? As for what the new forms are, 
different writers and poets should be allowed tc explore them. I[t would hardly 
be an enlighteded attitude, | feel, if we took such exploration as the greatest 
outrage, as the greatest scourge, or as beneath contempt. We should support 
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such exploration on the part of a new writer; if he should achieve some success 
along this path of his practice, we should acknowledge his exploration to be cor- 
rect; if, after passing through a stage in his exploration, it turned out to be 
fruitless, then 1 believe he would sum up his experience anew and find an even 
better path. I feel we should treat an explorer in this manner and not exhibit 

a simplistic, alarmed, or surprised attitude, much less a resistant or combative 
attitude. The testing of art depends on the masses in the first place and requires 
time in the second place, It is my belief that in our society today, whether among 
the old or among the middle-aged, the healthy forces, the patriotic forces, and 

the forces upholding progress are in mutual affinity with the vast ranks of the 
toiling people, and the forces anticipating that the people will cast off unwhole- 
some and poor circumstances of life are predominant. We are still determined to 
become Marxists, even Marxists at a not very high level or not quite fully 
qualified Marxists. Through repeated practice, I myself feel that this is after all 
the correct path, and that there is no better path apart from this. 





Today, a contingent of fairly talented young comrades wish to innovate, to break 
through various present shackles, and to break away from traditional norms in order 
to find a new path. Such a demand, steeped in enthusiasm for innovation and an 
ardent desire to remove all unreasonable constraints and fetters, is rational, but 

I feel that there are many things which we cannot abandon. For instance, litera- 
ture must insist that life is of primary importance and creative writing is of 
secondary importance; this point can never become ambiguous. Literature must in- 
sist on proceeding from life; it must insist on the socialist path, or it must take 
realism as its foundations. These things, I feel, cannot be abandoned. I have 
heard this type of argument: for many years our products have been controlled 

by standardized literary theories; whenever creative works were in question, we 
would talk about models, we would talk about personalities, we would talk about 
situations, we would talk about typical environments, we would talk about refined 
descriptions, and we would talk about stories; whenever we recall all of these, it 
seems that they have all been a nightmare; we are lucky that this nightmare has 

now passed, we are in a vast world in which much can be accomplished; let us fly, 
let us fly freely according to our subjective will. If you say that such a view 

is entirely mistaken, that may not necessarily be true; this would be tantamount 

to sensational talk. There was indeed a period in which our literary theories were 
shackled by dogmatism; later on, the "gang of four" developed such dogmatism to 

the extreme, so that even the originally correct things of a regular pattern in art 
became absolutized and petrified, with regularities thus turned into conventions. 
This was why there emerged many products shaped by formulas, concepts, and simplis- 
tic ideas of serving certain central tasks. It is understandable that comrades 
should have this kind of thinking. But we cannot, just because of this, abandon 
the laws which have been proved correct through several thousand years of summing 
up by our predecessors. Literature must insist on realism. This so-called 
realism, I think, is nothing but a concrete embodiment of the materialist theory 

of reflection in the realm of literature. Insofar as revolutionary writers are 
concerned, it not only requires them to have a rich accumulation of experience in 
life and corresponding artistic skills, but it also expects them to have a given 
era's most advanced ideology as their guide. This requirement, as I see it, is 

not a harsh one. We cannot, just because we have committed the error of dogmatism 
in the past, abandon what was originally correct; we cannot do this. In the pro- 
cess of our adherence to realist methods of creation, certain defects and mistakes 


50 








did indeed occur. What we need today is precisely cto proceed with a summing-up 
of these defects and mistakes and experience and lessons, to adhere and give 
scope to correct things, and to overcome those erroneous things. Correct things, 
especially those of a regular pattern created and verified through practice, 
cannot be regarded as dogmatism. For instance, literature must reflect life 
through models; this is truth, and not dogmatism. I have discussed the question 
of modcls with a young writer. He asked me why we must write about models. I 
said, very well, if you do not write about models when you write a novel, what 
would you be writing about? He asked why we slould write about model personalities; 
can we not write only about personalities of special dispositions? He sounded 
as if model personalities and individualization were in contradiction with each 
other. This reveals that individual young writers still lack literary knowledge 
about literary theories. 


Some comrades even put forward these propositions: in the first place they would 
not write about any models, in the second place not write about any situations, 

in the third place not write about the environment, and in the fourth place 

not write about any details but only write about certain psychological conditions, 
certain feelings, and certain artistic conceptions. A very talented writer told 
me this. | saidthat under certain circumstances this would be permissible, espe- 
cially if one were writing poetry; in a short poem, a poem of eight short stanzas, 
how would it be possible for one to write about the environment and about model 
personalities? When I speak of typical environment and model personalities, | 

mean those large-scale literary styles whose coverage of social apsects is rela- 
tively broad, such as novels, cinemas, dramas or narrative poems; what I mean 

are these. If you are a lyric poet, if you are a prose writer, it would be permis- 
sible for you not to write about model personalities. But if a novelist, a play- 
wright, a movie scriptwriter should say that from now on I must break through 

such conventions, break through the constrainis of typical environment, model 
personalities, and typical details, and write only about psychological conditions, 
feelings, and artistic conceptions, it seems to me that these kinds of products 
would of course be possible, but I believe such products would not have any lasting 
vitality. 


Has some comrade not already put forward such a view today? He thinks that litera- 
ture should not serve anything in particular, that ou. poetry should serve only 
poetry and only art. This is yet another issue. This kind of theory was once ad- 
vanced in the past; there already was a debate about this in the 1920's. Can we 
debate further today over a theory that already was debated in the 1920's? We can. 
I agree not to take "Literature Serves Politics" as our slogan; but no literature, 
whatever topic its product might be, can be totally devoid of some relationship 
with the politics of our time and with our social life. Literature insulated 

from politics and from life is lifeless. Some comrades have also suggested that 

we cannot let all writers serve the 800 million toiling people. This may be said 
to be a truly astonishing opinion. I feel that if some writers should confine 
themselves within, or prescribe, such a small realm by saying that | am born to 
create highbrow literature and cannot care less about what the 800 million peasants 
might wish to read, let those adept in popular literature serve them. This is not 
the kind of sentiment | can approve of. In the meantime, neither is it correct 

to put in opposition to each other uplifting works and popular works, works created 
for the minority of intellectuals and works urgently needed by the vast ranks of 
the people. ! approve of highbrow literature, and J also approve of popular 
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literature, | even feel that there are too few of these works which are uplifting 
and of a highly artistic nature today, But can any serious writer calmly allow 
his own works to remain forever within a narrow circle of readers? Ie it not the 
unehirkable, sacred responsibility of all writers to create for the sake of the 
maximum possible number of readers? We cannot prattle about innovation apart from 
the Life and contradictions that a writer or a poet wishes to reflect, We should 
reapect a writer's or a poet's pursuit in artistic forme, but we can never agree 
with the view that innovation proceeds simply from a question of form, 1 think 
that Literary innovation can proceed only under the condition that our ideas and 
our emotions continuously advance and develop along with time so that our ideas 
and emotions a8 poets can remain on the advanced level of the time; only such an 
innovation would have a solid foundation and point of departure. I do not agree 
with viewing tnnovation merely as a change in form. A change in form can only 

be regarded as 4 component part of innovation=--although an indispensable part. 
innovation and renovation in form are not the same a3 a writer's ideas con. inuing 
to advanee and continuing to improve. What is important is that a writer's accumu- 
lation of Life's experience continues to be strengthened and enriched, and that 

a writer's purview of life continue to expand and deepen. Grasping the link of 
form alone is not enough to solve the question of innovation, nor is it sufficient 
to solve the historic mission of greatly enhancing the quality of our art. 


it is inevitable that some differenc s should occur in the question of artistic in- 
novation; such dilferences can be sulved only through comradely discussion under 
the guidance of common orientation and goals. We hope that artistic differences 
resulting from artistic innovation would not lead to ideological differences, and 
etill less to political differences. We are all disposed to serve the people and 
serve socialism; why can't our paths converge?! 


To require writers and artists to serve the most fundamental interests and realis- 
tic interests of | billion people is beyond dispute; if you do not feel interested 
in the 800 million peasants, the 800 million peasants would have reason not to 
welcome you. The people are powerful; anybody who is inclined to run counter to 
the people is bound to be discarded by history. I am not saying that some of 

our young writers really wish to desert the people; this is not what | mean. 
According to my understanding, some persons are inclined to express some sensation- 
al views, to stress a particular point of view, or to stress the view that some 
persons should be allowed to write some obscurant works or some works in some not 
very eesily understandable, refreshing forms. 


feel that any poet, in selecting whatever form, cannot but exist for the follow- 
ing purpose: to let his poetry most accurately, most symbolically, and most 
forcefully express his ideas and his emotions. The reason his poetry might turn 
vut to be hard to understand possibly pwertains to this situation: that is, his 
ideas are not very clear, he cannot answer the questions he himself has raised, 
or his answers are cather confused. It possibly also pertains to another situa- 
tion: that is, he himself has a very good conceptualization, very good feelings, 
and very good poetic sentiments, but in ascertaining how to express such twink- 
lings of the sparks and such poetic sentiments with the most appropriate, most 
succinct, and finest (certainly not ugliest) form, and in searching for the pith- 
fest and finest form, the poet somehow feels his skill unequal to his imagination. 
Although his poetic sentiments are good, his poetry is not understood by others. 
In respect to such a situation, we cannot adopt any simplistic, crude approach. 
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If someone should issue an order prohibiting you from writing such poetry, | 
think that would be very stupid. There may ilso be such a poet: his intention 
ie very profound, and his language is also unique and pithy; it is possible that 
hia work ie not immediately accepted by people in general, but after a period 

of time it then becomes understandable to others. Poetry such as this has also 
existed in history. Such poetry must of course be given ite right to exist and 
ite special status, Sut | feel that perhaps the more likely situation ia this: 
the poet is incapable of expressing the very profound and very brilliant separke 
and twinkles he captures with a plain, fine, accurate, symbolic and succinct form 
A serious writer would never seek to play tricks, 


Here | would Like to talk about borrowing stream of consciousness ae a question 

of method. As a method for creative writing, the stream of consciousness cannot 
be mentioned in the same vein as realism and romanticiem. in the firet palce, 
stream of consciousness is but 4 technique. This technique seeks to change cer: 
tain traditional forms of the past by bringing out the theme of a work through 

the description of the rapidly changing mental, conscious activities and paycholog 
feai activities of personalities, It was impossible tor feudal society to have 
modern large-scale iniustries and hence to achieve the scientific and technologi 
cal level of modern society; therefore in the feudal period, including the 

early period of capitaliam, life in society still allowed people to do things lei- 
surely and to take action at a slow pace. Today, along with the development, there 
have appeared modern means of livelihood and means of production. Such means of 
livelihood and means of production aleo continue to advance and improve, so that 
the pace, rhythm and disposition of our socia life undergo very great changes. in 
order to adapt to this pace, rhythm and disposition of social life, some writers 
start to try their best to express their creative themes through the complicated 
changes in people's ideas, emotions, and psychological state in diversified and 
complicated scciety. As 4 technique, stream of consciousness probably first emerged 
in England; it became prevalent in the 1920's but began to decline in the 1940's. 
i think stream of consciousness is merely a technique, an artistic technique of 
expression, and not an independent approach to creative writing. Secondly, if 
today's writers should adopt the stream of consciousness technique as 4 part, a 
technique, and skill of his approach to creative writing so as to strengthen the 
expressive power of his creative work, not only would | not oppose them, but even 
support them. Therefore, | appreciate very much the "Butterflies" recently 
published by Comrade Wang Meng [| 3769 5536), including his "A Gift in Cloth,” 
which is also acceptable to me. His “Streamers on the bite” also is not bad. in 
the meantime, i hope that he will adopt even more solid techniques and write some 
more profound and splendid works. 


Today, debate has been aroused in regard to the social effects of literary works. 
After the question of social effects was put forward, there have appeared two 
extreme phenomena: One extreme was that some comrades started to simplify social 
effects, to take them over and distort them, and to turn them into sticks and 
labels to attack others. Another situation was that some writers started to have 
headaches and repulsive feelings as soon as they saw others putting forward 

the question of social effects, and some comrades even chose to suggest: why 
should we talk about social etfects’? The social effects of certain works still 
cannot be observed right now; we cannot be very clear about them for 10 or 20 years, 
The social effects of any work must be tested by a definite lapse of time before 








we can judge their quality or their success; this has ite own rationale, but 
there ie one point with which | cannot agree, and that is that come comrades almost 
entirely objedt to writers possibly considering, as they should, the soctal role 
and social influence their works may engender. I have not done any creative 
writing but have only written articles of various different styles, but | am 
quite confident that | am still capable of understanding the laws of creation, 

1 do not believe this kind of situation; a writer, when he conceives his work, 
completely ignores ite effects, completely ignores the consequences its thematic 
idea may possibly produce, and complete refrains from consciously expressing his 
own world view, political view, ethical view, and esthetic view, | don't think 
such a writer exists. Of course, there might be such a writer who has no clear 
objective while proceeding with his creative writing, and who does his writing for 
noone other than himeel!., But this kind of writer cannot possibly produce any 
great influence among the people. Like 4 shooting star, he might suddenly flash 
once; although there are people hailing his passage, he soon shines no more, He 
who wishes to become a fine writer should be serious and fraught with a sense of 
social responsibility; he should have full confidence and enthusiasm toward the 
people. Only with these kinds of conditions can he become a great writer. 





Ae to the future development of the creative work of our young writers, | also 

wish to express some hope. i hope that our writers and poets, if they are 
interested in the development and prosperity of our socialist literary undertakings, 
will establish a long-range, great objective for themselves. What is this 
long-range, great objective? it is nothing more than doing their bestto let them- 
selves become fine poets, struggling hard to become great poets, and not remaining 
satisfied to be minor poets or fashinable poets. 


Some comrades ask: How should we look at the principle that “new poetry should 

be devevoped on the basis of clacsic poetry and ballads?” I personally think 

that from the historical practice of the development of new poetry of several 
decades, and from the actualities of our poets’ creative works today, we can see 
that taking this slogan as one view is all right, but making it absolute would 

‘© inappropriate. Apart from the practice in new poetry after the "4 May" Move- 
ment, abandoning this path and accomodating only the experience in classic poetry 
and experience in ballads, it would hardly be possible to develop new poetry well. 
We must not reject anything that is beneficial and nutritious to us; we must not 
reject any good things, ancient or modern, Chinese or foreign. Some young cadres 
show a certain skeptical or even spiteful attitude toward our national traditions; 
they think nothing of our nation's Literary traditions and do not approve of ab- 
sorbing the quintessence cf ovr national traditions. 1 am afraid this can onlv 
be regarded as a weakness in understanding on the part of these young comrades. 

if you wish to become a good poet, you must understand our national traditions; 

in whatever form you may prefer to write, | am afraid that you can never reject 
our national traditions but must critically inherit the fine traditions of our 
nation. If you don't “enter into them,” naturally you will not be able to understand 
them; you must also "go beyond them,” and not be shackled by them or inundated 

by them, before you can assimilate them as your own characteristics and proceed 
with your own independent, creative labor. Only thus can you really blaze a new, 


healthy path, and only thus will you really be responding to the needs of 
socialist literary development. 
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Our advancement cannot deviate from our overal! orientation of secialist construe: 
tion, or from the overall objective of the people's fundamental interests and 
realieatic interests. 


(This article is trom 4 speech given at a forum of the editorial department of 
SHIKAN [JOURNAL OF POETRY] in September 1980; its full text was published origin- 
ally in WENY! YANJLU (LITERARY RESEARCH) No 6, 1980, Only excerpts are published 
here in thie newapaper., ) 
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SOCTOLOGICAL, EDUCATION, AND CULTURE 


PROBLEM OF GAMBLING, PROSECUTION OF GAMBLERS DISCUSSED 
Shanghai JIEFANG RIBAO in Chinese 4 Feb 81 p 3 
[Article by Zhao Zhongqin [6392 1813 0530): "Problems of Gambling in the PRC} 


[Text] Gambling is one of the four great malignant tumors of old China=-<'gluttony, 
drunkenness, whoring, and gambling.” Because of the damage done to our socialist 
legal system by Lin Biao and the “gang of four,” and because of the rise in influence 
of exploiting clase ideology, this malignant tumor of gambling has recently, in 
certain places, reappeared and begun to spread. Judging from certain situations 
with which I have recently had contact, those who presently participate in gambling 
activities include not only youths and the ordinary masses of peasants and workers, 
but also a definite number of cadres and party members. Even some primary and 
secondary school teachers and secondary school students have taken part in gambling 
activities. Therefore, this wave of gambling has already reached a point where 

it must be stopped. 


The strange thing is that with the rate of gambling as high as it is, this situation 
is not reflected in the crime statistics. There are possibly many reasons for this, 
but one which cannot be overlooked is that there are different opinions about what 
is to be considered a gambling crime. Concerning the concept of a gambling crime, 
the 168th article of our nation's criminal code stipulates: "Those whose aim is 
profit, who gather people for the purpose of gambling, or who take gambling to be 
their profession shall be incarcerated, made to perform labor service, or placed 

on restricted probation for not more than 3 years, and may be fined." According to 
this regulation, the crime of gambling should be that behavior which is aimed at 
making a profit, which attempts to gather people for the purpose of gambling, or 
which takes gambling as a means of support. 


According to the spirit of the distinctions in the criminal code, on the subjective 
side the essential condition necessary to constitute the crime of gambling is that 
the goal be to make a profit. This aspect of the administration of the law is 
relatively clear, making it easy to draw the line between what is a crime and what 
is not. But on the objective side, the essential conditions necessary to constitute 
the crime of gambling are “to gather people for the purpose of gambling or take 
gambling to be a profession.” In this regard, there are quite a few questions about 
the administration of the law which are worth examining. 


There is one interpretation which goes: "That which is called gathering people for 
the purpose of gambling refers to having the goal of making a profit, to setting up 
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4 gambling establishment, to inducing others to gamble, and to engaging in behavior 
which severely obstructs production and the social order." In administering the law 
and determining that there has been a gathering of people for the purpose of gambling, 
we can consider the fact of taking a part of people's winnings in a place set up 

for gambling to be evidence of guilt. With regard to inducing othere to gamble, 

in actual investigations thie is relatively difficult to determine with certainty. 
Most gamblere are persons from the immediate area or a neighboring area who hear 

about it from those around them and don't need to be induced=--ar elae the gamblers 
simply agree to meet somewhere when they run into one another. Therefore, during 

any verification process, the average gambler adamently denies having induced others. 
After judicial authorities began using "setting up a gambling establishment" to 

be the charge for which punishment was to be meted out, certain gamblere began playing 
new tricks by moving the action from private residences to public places. For 
example: in urban areas, gamblers eapecially look for concealed spote in agencies 

and organization buildings, while gamblers in rural areas especially look for 
breeding lots, enterprise units, people's boats, and even water towers as gambling 
spots. They use such countermeasures in an attempt to avoid the legal net. As 

4 result, we encounter new probleme in the area of clearly determining who has set 

up 4 gambling establishment. 


There is yet another interpretation which goes: "That which is called taking 
gambling to be a profession refers to those people who do not engage in physical 
labor, do not pursue a proper occupation, for whom gambling has become a habit which 
repeated education cannot correct, or who rely on gambling as their main source 

of livelihood." But if in administering the law we use this interpretation as the 
basis for charges, then in the final analysis it is very difficult to determine 
which persons fit the category of taking gambling to be a profession. This is 
because, in actual life, certain workers, peasants, and cadres use their leisure 
time to gamble, but they are not without occupations. In determining who takes 
gambling to be a profession, this is also a new problen. 


Specializing in setting up gambling establishments and taking gambling to be a 
profession were once quite common in old China. In addition to the gambling 
establishments in large cities which were managed by the exploiting classes, the 
vast number of cities and rural areas had many people who were known to manage 
tobacco and tea houses, but who also ran gambling spots. Along with the death of 
the old society came the disappearance of those who specialized in setting up 
gambling establishments and took gambling to be their profession. Therefore, the 
distinctive features of professional gambling today and those of professional 
gambling in the old society are different. In our opinion, in determining that a 
gambler takes gambling to be his profession, the important thing is to make clear 
his economic position. We must look at the relative weight that the income and 
expenditures of his gambling activities over a certain period of time occupy in 
his economic life. We can also regard gambling to be a profession in the case of 
an habitual criminal gambler. An habitual criminal [guan fan, 1977 3690] is also 
known as an “hardened offender" [guan xing fan, 1977 5887 3690) and a "frequent 
offender" [chang xi fan, 1603 5045 3690]. These are all criminals whose commission 
of crimes has become a habit. Their special characteristic is the repeated commis- 
sion of the same kind of crime, the practice becoming a force of habit. Beginning 
with the concept of an habitual criminal, we can make determinations about those 
who have a long history of gambling or who gamble frequently, and we can deal with 
them in terms of "taking gambling to be a profession.” 
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As for those who gamble infrequently and have only a short history of gambling, but 
whose total over-the-table winnings and losses is large (according to facts of whiel 
we have firm knowledge, from 200 to 800 yuan, or even upwards of 1,000 yuan, can 
pase hands at one session), we can view them in terme of the legal principle that 
determines an habitual thief. Under normal circumstances, criminals whose frequency 
of theft is low but whose total take ie large--sufficient to support themselves-- 
should be listed as habitual thieves, Following this line, those whose gambling 

is infrequent, but whose winnings and losses on those occasions when they do gamble 
reaches several hundred yuan, far exceeding or equivalent to the income of a 
laborer over a certain period of time, can aleo be dealt with as habitual criminal 
gamblers by concluding that they take gambling to be their profession. Otherwise, 
by riveting our eves on the matter of whether or not they have set up gambling 
establishments, we will not be able to bring any force to bear on criminal gamblers. 
The government has repeatedly issued injunctions against gambling, but the wave of 
gambling has yet to be stopped. Possibly this is the reason. 


Therefore we believe that we must correctly use the weapon that is the law, At 

the same time that we attack those criminal elements who dare to set up gambling 
establishments, we must use the law to prosecute those who have engaged in gambling 
activities for a long time or whose gambling stakes have been large. 
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